Wuthering Heights







Notes for Chapters Eight and Nine
Factual Questions
1. Who is born in 1778? (chapter eight)

2. Who dies in childbirth in 1778? (chapter eight)

3. Who is Mr. Kenneth? (chapter eight)

4. Why does Catherine slap Nellie in front of Edgar Linton? (chapter eight)

5. Why does Catherine slap Edgar Linton? (chapter eight)

6. Edgar Linton says that he will never return to Wuthering Heights, because? (chapter eight)

7. Why does Nellie have to hide Hareton from his father, Hindley? (chapter nine)

8. Hindley drops his son, Hareton, over the rails of the second floor balcony. Who catches Hareton? (chapter nine)

9. Who does Catherine decide to marry? Why? (chapter nine)

10. Why does Heathcliff leave Wuthering Heights? (chapter nine)

11. How does Catherine respond immediately after Heathcliff leaves Wuthering Heights? (chapter nine)

12. Whose death does Catherine indirectly cause? (chapter nine)




13. When does Edgar Linton marry Catherine Earnshaw? 
What year? 
How long after his father’s death? What time of year?



14. How does this marriage affect Nelly’s life? Where does she have to move? Who does Nelly have to leave behind?





15. How old is Hareton Earnshaw when he loses his surrogate mother, Nelly? Who is left at Wuthering Heights to take care of him?


Significant Passages
 “Catherine and he were constant companions still, at his seasons of respite from labour; but he had ceased to express his fondness for her in words, and recoiled with angry suspicion from her girlish caresses, as if conscious there could be no gratification in lavishing such marks of affection on him” (49).

1. What does Nelly mean when she refers to the “girlish caresses” which Catherine gives Heathcliff?


2. How does Heathcliff react to these “girlish caresses?”


3. What does this phrase—“ as if conscious there could be no gratification”—suggest?


 “’You’ve made me afraid, and ashamed of you,’ he continued; ‘I’ll not come here again!’” (52).

4. Who is speaking?

5. Why do these words indicate that the speaker will always be powerless and dominated by his beloved?

 “It would degrade me to marry Heathcliff, now; so he shall never know how I love him; and that, not because he’s handsome, Nelly, but because he’s more myself than I am’” (59).

6. What does the word “degrade” mean?


7. What is Catherine trying to explain to Nelly?




8. Why exactly does Catherine love Heathcliff?



9. Who does Catherine choose to marry?

 “’My love for Linton is like the foliage in the woods. Time will change it, I’m well aware, as winter changes the trees. My love for Heathcliff resembles the eternal rocks beneath-- a source of little visible delight, but necessary.’” (60).

10. What does Catherine mean when she says that her love for Linton is “like the foliage in the woods?”





11. Catherine says that her love for Heathcliff is different, because it is?




Reflection:




What does Catherine mean when she says that “I am Heathcliff?”
What does Catherine mean when she tells Nelly that being separated from Heathcliff is “impracticable?”

What do her words predict?
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“’Nelly, I am Heathcliff--he’s always, always in my mind--not as a pleasure, any more that I am always a pleasure to myself--but as my own being--so don’t talk of our separation again--it is impracticable; and --’” (60).
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