To Kill A Mockingbird- Chapter 7 & 8 Questions:

Chapter 7:

1. What does Scout mean when she says, “I tried to climb in Jem’s skin and walk around in it….” (p. 57), and what is significant about her saying this?

2. What makes second grade better than first grade for Scout?

3. What is ironic about Jem’s telling Scout about the pants on this specific day?

4. What does the reader learn about Jem’s character in this chapter when he decides to write a letter?

5. Why does Lee periodically have Jem and Scout find something in the tree?

6. What did Atticus mean when he told Scout to delete the adjective and she would have the facts? Why does Lee include this conversation in the book?

7. What does Lee accomplish by having Jem ask Nathan Radley about the cement in the knot hole?

8. What does Jem’s reticence to cry in front of Scout foreshadow?

Chapter 8:

1. What is ironic about Mr. Avery’s allusion to the Rosetta Stone? How does Scout show that she does not know Mr. Avery’s purpose for using this allusion?

2. After seeing the snowman that the children built, Atticus praises Jem in an unusual way by saying that he’s “…perpetrated a near libel.…” (p. 67) What does Atticus mean?

3. What could Lee be foreshadowing with the unusual weather?

4. Explain the irony of Calpurnia’s telling Atticus that she will be warmer in her own house than in their house on the night of the snowstorm. What could Lee mean by having Calpurnia say this?

5. Why does Atticus start to get angry at the children after the fire?

6. What can the reader infer from Jem’s reaction to Atticus’ request for him to get the wrapping paper out of the pantry?

7. What does the blanket symbolize?

8. How does Lee use Miss Maudie’s conversation with Jem and Scout the morning after the fire to illustrate the theme of racism?

