March  11, 2011

1984 Essay: Topic Tracker Trace

The focus of this essay will be tracing a topic through the novel and analyzing how and why it changed. Carefully consider what influence the changes had on the plot, the characters, and your expectations of the novel. Use your topic tracker handout. 

Tips & Suggestions: 

Since many of the topics are related, you may use more than one. 

The “so what” element of the thesis is especially important for this essay because it will transform your paper from a list to an analysis. 

In your body paragraph analysis, make sure to develop your ideas and make connections. Focus your analysis on “how” and “why” Orwell presented the topic. 

In your conclusion paragraph, please don’t “wimp out.” Make some thoughtful statements about how this topic is relevant, or comment on a lesson we can learn from the text. 

Please staple the rubric & your topic tracker handout to your essay. 

Grammar & Mechanics:

The last few essays have been riddled with the same errors repeatedly. I will make a two-point deduction for each of the common errors I have warned you about. Please proofread carefully. 




Rubric- Please Staple to your Essay

	3
	Position on topic demonstrates critical thinking skill applied inconsistently; inadequate examples, reasons or evidence
	Limited in organization and focus; demonstrates lapses in coherence or flow of ideas
	Displays developing use of language; contains indications of weak vocabulary and poor word selection
	Some problems with sentence structure; lacks a variety of sentence structures
	Contains many mistakes in grammar word usage and mechanics

	4
	Position on topic demonstrates competent critical thinking skill; example, reasons and evidence are adequate
	Generally organized and focused; demonstrates some coherence and attention to the flow of ideas
	Displays adequate, but inconsistent, use of language; vocabulary used is generally appropriate
	Good sentence structure; demonstrates some variety of sentence structure
	Contains some mistakes in grammar, word usage and mechanics

	5
	Position is effectively developed through strong critical thinking skill; examples, reasons and evidence are generally appropriate
	Well organized and focused; demonstrates coherence and ideas flow well
	Displays competent use of language; uses appropriate vocabulary
	Good sentence structure; demonstrates variety in sentence structure
	Generally free of mistakes in grammar, word usage and mechanics

	6
	Position effectively and insightfully developed through outstanding critical thinking skill; examples, reasons and evidence are clearly appropriate
	Well organized and clearly focused; clearly coherent and ideas flow seamlessly
	Displays skillful use of language; vocabulary is accurate and varied; words are appropriately and skillfully chosen
	Good sentence structure; demonstrates meaningful and skilled variety of sentence structure
	Free of most mistakes in grammar, word usage and mechanics


