Westerberg, English 5-6 H
THE SCARLET LETTER

Period 3 Study Guide

Directions: Be prepared to respond to four or five of the following prompts. You may mark your books and take notes on this form, but you may not write full responses until the day of the exam.
Application

· Read the article “The Penalty: a digital scarlet letter” at http://redtape.msnbc.com/2007/03/weve_become_a_n.html. According to the author, what are the dangers of web-based criminal databases? What does their existence, according to him, reveal about American society, and how do the details of his examples relate to Hawthorne’s message in The Scarlet Letter?

· Read the article “Michael Vick” at http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/v/michael_vick/index.html. What efforts did Vick make to repair his tarnished reputation and what effect do these efforts appear to have had? How can we relate Vick’s tale to Hester’s and what does the changing public opinion of these two figures reveal about human nature?

 
· Relate Hawthorne’s views on human nature as portrayed in The Scarlet Letter to those portrayed in “Young Goodman Brown”. Explain how the stories serve to promote his views through setting, character, symbol and/or theme. 
Analysis

· Analyze the use of the following symbol ________________.  Cite specific occurrences, how the symbol changes throughout the course of the story, and what thematic statement the symbol might represent.  

· Review the chapter “A Flood of Sunshine.” Compare and contrast Hester before and after the transformation that occurs once she casts off her scarlet letter. Interpret why this transformation occurs. Pay close attention to the imagery Hawthorne’s uses and cite evidence to aid your interpretation.
· Distinguish the transformation of Dimmesdale’s deportment as he reenters the marketplace (after reuniting with Hester) from his normal behavior. Interpret the reason for this transformation. Cite specific evidence to support your response. 
· “’Make my excuse to him so please you!’ answered Hester, with a triumphant smile. ‘I must tarry at home, and keep watch over my little Pearl. Had they taken her from me, I would willingly have gone with thee into the forest, and signed my name in the Black Man’s book too, and that with mine own blood!’”  Analyze the significance of this passage and explain how it helps develop not only Hester as a character but the meaning of the novel as a whole.
· Analyze the ways in which Hester is both a symbol of freedom and restraint. 
· Outline the web of relationships in the Scarlet Letter. Discuss how these people influence each other over the course of the novel. 

· Compare and contrast Hester’s guilt to Dimmesdale’s guilt. Address why each character feels guilty (Remember the claim Hester makes that “What we did had a consecration of its own. We felt it so! We said so to each other!”) and evaluate who, to you, suffers the most form that guilt. Provide evidence.
· Differentiate between Pearl before and after Dimmesdale’s public admittance to his sin. What is the reason for this transformation (Refer to details regarding Pearl and Dimmesdale from earlier in the novel.) and how does it add meaning to the novel? Provide evidence.
Synthesis

· Imagine if the roles were switched. Dimmesdale had to publicly display his sin while Hester kept hers quiet. Based on textual evidence of their personalities, how would each react to their guilt?
· Write a one to two paragraph summary of a version of the novel where Chillingworth enters the town as Mr. Prynne instead of purporting a false name. Invent a new plot that preserves Hawthorne’s message.
· Select three examples of satire of Puritan ideology. Explain how they add meaning to the novel by relating them to character or setting and theme.
Evaluation
· Evaluate the behavior and, ultimately, the morality of Dimmesdale’s character. Do you feel that his affair with Hester was sinful? Are his reasons for not confessing until seven years after the “crime” justified? Be specific and reference textual details.

· Would you recommend this novel to others? Why or why not.

· Do you think public humiliation is a justified form of punishment? Describe potential benefits and pitfalls and evaluate its use and effect on Hester in the novel. Cite evidence.
  
