Hamlet, by William Shakespeare

Questions for Analysis and Discussion, Act V

1. Act V opens with a scene if the graveyard.  What is the purpose of the conversation between the two gravediggers (clowns)?  (V,i,1-66)  (Discussion)

2. When Hamlet and Horaito come to the churchyard, Hamlet is offended by the insensitivity of the gravedigger who is singing at his work (V,i, 67-68).  He then begins to contemplate the fact that all of the corpses and bones in the graveyard were once alive.  These thoughts culminate in Hamlet's reverie on Yorik, V, i, 190-202.  Consider each of these musings, and discuss what they suggest about Hamlet's attitude toward life and death.   (Discussion)
3. When Laertes is overwhelmed with grief and falls into Ophelia's grave, Hamlet jumps in and confesses, "I loved Ophelia.  Forty thousand brothers/ Could not (with all their quantity of love)/Make us my sum" (285-287).  Discuss Hamlet's reaction here in contrast to his rebuffing of Ophelia in Act III.  (Discussion)
4. At the end of V, I, Claudius tells Laertes to "Strengthen your patience…" (313), "This grave shall have a living monument" (317).  Considering this plan, what could this "living monument" be? (Discussion)
5. Hamlet explains to Horaito how he discovered that Rosecrantz and Guildenstern were planning to kill him and dismisses his part in their murder, V, ii, 63-69.  Reread this passage closely and note Hamlet's meaning.  What inconsistencies, if any, do you find in Hamlet's ethics/actions regarding Rosencrantz and Guildenstern?  (Discussion)
6. Why does Hamlet agree to Claudius' proposal to have him fight Laertes?  (Discussion)
7. In V, ii, 240-58,  Hamlet apologizes to Laertes for killing his father, Polonius.  Laertes says he is "…satisified in nature" (259), but he will not cancel their duel.  Explain Laertes' reasoning.  (Discussion)
8. Reread V, ii, 376-384.  Discuss Hamlet's meaning and why this should be important to him.  (Discussion)
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