SAFETY INSTRUCTIONS FOR CHEMISTRY STUDENTS

I. STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES

A.
Determine the purpose and procedure of your experiment before you begin.  Plan carefully to allow time to complete your lab and cleanup before the end of the period.

B.       Stay at you lab station during experiments except to obtain 

chemicals or equipment.  Keep hot equipment and dangerous chemicals away from the congestion of other students.

C.
Maintain quiet behavior during laboratory periods.  Handle squeeze and dropping bottles with extreme care to prevent spills.

D.
Lab counters are not seats.  There may be dry corrosive chemicals on them.

E.
NEVER ATTEMPT UNAUTHORIZED EXPERIMENTS.  No laboratory work may be carried on without the instructor’s permission.

II. EQUIPMENT

A. Safety

1. Know the locations and use of the fire extinguisher, fire blanket, eyewash station and acid-base neutralizers.

2. For your own personal safety:

a) wear shoes at all times.

b) wear goggles when handling glassware and chemicals, and using flames.

c) remove coats, sweaters and loosed jewelry, roll up long sleeves and tie back hair during laboratory work.

d) wash your hands before leaving lab.

3.   Report to the instructor at once:

a) any injury no matter how trivial it may seem.

b) hazardous conditions of equipment or materials.

B. Glassware

1. All edges must be fire polished.

2. Treat the test tube you are heating like a loaded gun.  Angle the mouth away from everyone and keep the tube moving in the flame.

3. Place hot objects on the base of your ring stand, not on the counter tops.

C. Jets

1. Turn off water and gas jets when they are not in use and whenever you leave the immediate area.

III. CHEMICALS

A. Dispensing

1. Learn the correct technique for pouring chemicals from glass reagent bottles.  Hold the glass stopper in your hand while pouring, replace the stopper, and flush the outside with water to remove caustic remains.

2. Replace caps on reagent bottles immediately after use.

3. Do not remove reagents from dispensing table.

4. Never return unused solutions or solids to stock containers.

5. Use weighing paper to protect balance pans.  clean spilled chemicals from balance pans immediately.

B. Observations

1. View contents of test tubes and beakers from the sides.  Never look directly into them.

2. Never taste chemicals or drink from laboratory equipment.

3. Always test for odor of chemicals by wafting your hand over the container and sniffing cautiously.

4. Determine weather an object is hot by bringing the back of your hand toward it. 

C. First Aid

1. Douse any area which has contacted caustic materials thoroughly with water.  If the eye is involved, irrigate it for 10 minutes.

2. Following rinsing, use the appropriate neutralizing solution for acid or base burns.  Do not use these solutions in the eye.

3. Immediately have a lab partner report the injury to the instructor.

D. Special Precautions

1. Keep flammable materials away from burners when in use.

2. When diluting, always add acid (or base) to water, never the reverse.

E. Disposal

1. Place broken glass in specified waste containers

2. dispose of solid wastes and waste solutions in specified waste containers.

3. Flush sink drains thoroughly with water at cleanup time.

4. Always wash and dry lab counters following an experiment.

5. Ask the instructor when in doubt about proper disposal methods.

STUDENT SAFETY CONTRACT
I will:


Follow all instructions given by the teacher;


Protect eyes, face, hands and body while conducting lab activities;


Carry out good housekeeping practices;


Know the location and use of first aid and fire fighting equipment.

I, ____________________________ have read and agree to abide by the safety regulations as set forth above and also the additional printed instructions provided by the teacher.  I further agree to follow all other written and verbal instructions given in class.  

Date: ____________                      ________________________________

                                                          Student Signature

I have read and discussed the “Safety Instructions for Chemistry Students” and the “Student Safety Contract” with my student.

 Date: ____________                      ________________________________

                                                          Parent/Guardian Signature

