1984 Essay

March 4, 2011

Prompt: Choose one of the topics from the anticipation guide for 1984 and prove or disprove it using examples from literature, history, or science. Do not “sit on the fence.” 

Thesis  = Topic + Idea + So What

The topic will be from the anticipation guide.

The idea is if you agree or disagree. 

The so what is what it suggests about the big picture (the world, society, mankind)

Topics: 

1. Those who would exchange freedom for security deserve neither.

2. To assure our country’s freedom, the government should be able to spy on its citizens.

3. Patriotism means supporting your government during times of war.

4. Torture of a person who is a threat to our country’s freedom is acceptable as long as the person does not die.

5. People who are a serious threat to the government should be able to be held in prison without being charged.

6. The government has a right to know what people are reading so they may determine who might be a threat.

7. Society would be safer if we had security cameras in public places to catch potential criminals.

8. For an idea to exist, we must have words to express it.

9. Reporters should submit their work to government officials so they may determine if it’s a threat to the country.

10. The only way to prepare for peace is to be prepared for war. 

Please use the following checklist PRIOR to turning in your essay. 

· General statement introduces topic.

· Thesis includes 3 parts: topic, idea, so what

· Body paragraphs have topic sentence, concrete detail, analysis, conclusion sentence

· Conclusion restates thesis in a better way, summarizes main points, ends with thoughtful notion

· No contractions

· No dead words

· No sitting on the fence ( choose a side & prove it

· No slang

· Proper use of commas, semicolons, colons

· Sentence variety

· MLA format is correct (as correct as possible with the Alphas)

· Creative title 

· Proofread!!!!!

SAT Timed Essay Rubric

	Score
	Development of Position
	Organization
	Use of Language
	Sentence Structure
	Grammar and Word Usage

	1
	No plausible position is taken on the topic; severely lacking in examples, reasons and/or evidence
	Disorganized; little or no focus; incoherent
	Contains fundamental vocabulary mistakes
	Severely flawed sentence structure
	Grammar and word usage are so poor that they interfere with meaning; very poor mechanics (like punctuation)

	2
	Position on topic is unclear or extremely limited; inappropriate examples or reasons; insufficient evidence
	Poorly organized; lacks focus; problems with coherence or flow of ideas
	Poor use of language; indicates very limited vocabulary and poor word choice
	Frequent problems with sentence structure
	Grammar and word usage mistakes are frequent and interfere with meaning; poor mechanics

	3
	Position on topic demonstrates critical thinking skill applied inconsistently; inadequate examples, reasons or evidence
	Limited in organization and focus; demonstrates lapses in coherence or flow of ideas
	Displays developing use of language; contains indications of weak vocabulary and poor word selection
	Some problems with sentence structure; lacks a variety of sentence structures
	Contains many mistakes in grammar word usage and mechanics

	4
	Position on topic demonstrates competent critical thinking skill; example, reasons and evidence are adequate
	Generally organized and focused; demonstrates some coherence and attention to the flow of ideas
	Displays adequate, but inconsistent, use of language; vocabulary used is generally appropriate
	Good sentence structure; demonstrates some variety of sentence structure
	Contains some mistakes in grammar, word usage and mechanics

	5
	Position is effectively developed through strong critical thinking skill; examples, reasons and evidence are generally appropriate
	Well organized and focused; demonstrates coherence and ideas flow well
	Displays competent use of language; uses appropriate vocabulary
	Good sentence structure; demonstrates variety in sentence structure
	Generally free of mistakes in grammar, word usage and mechanics

	6
	Position effectively and insightfully developed through outstanding critical thinking skill; examples, reasons and evidence are clearly appropriate
	Well organized and clearly focused; clearly coherent and ideas flow seamlessly
	Displays skillful use of language; vocabulary is accurate and varied; words are appropriately and skillfully chosen
	Good sentence structure; demonstrates meaningful and skilled variety of sentence structure
	Free of most mistakes in grammar, word usage and mechanics


