Nationalism

Nationalism and the “nation” are imagined or invented.  Nationalism grew as a hybrid mixture of French revolutionary radicalism and Romantic reaction against that radicalism and against France and its dominance.  

· Since the French revolutionary armies preached the values of liberty, equality, and fraternity but drafted locals, seized goods, and imposed taxes they behaved as alien occupiers and not that of brother comrades.

· Romanticism was a set of attitudes and ideas that reacted against the rules of classicism and rationalism and desired a return to nature.  

· Romantics revered the artist as a supremely individual creator.

· Romantics celebrated the senses and emotions over reason and intellect.

· Romanticism and nationalism remerged together and combined

· Nationalism made the “national community” (defined by race, history, culture, or language” into a collective identity that demanded its own state and institutions

· The first great prophet of nationalism was Johann Gottfried Herder (1744-1803), a German philosopher, critic, and clergyman.   He wrote the founding charter of Romantic nationalism “Uber den Ursprung der Sprache” (“On the Origin of Language” 1772).
· Herder wrote that Language is not divine, but it grows out of the soul of each people and is the unique expression of the people.  

· Herder’s equation looks like this:  each Volk (“people”) has a Seele (“soul”), and that soul expresses itself in a Sprache (“language”)

· This idea provided Italians and other nationalists with the central idea that the “Italian people” was a living creature with its soul expressed in the national language.
· Giuseppe Mazzini (1805-1872) dedicated his life to the revival of the Italian “nation” and to the establishment of a republic of free citizens.  He believed in the Risorgimento or “resurgence” of the Italian people yet there was no “Italian People” in Mazzini’s time as there was no “Italian language”.  In 1861 it was estimated that when Italy unified less than 2% of the population understood Italian with most of the people speaking Italian dialects.  This reality frustrated Mazzini who was a believer in language as the “religion” of the nation.  The ideals of Mazzini were defeated in his attempt for unity yet today there is an Italian people.

Nationalism:  Myth and Reality
Boyd Shafer

Although growing nationalism was a general pattern during the nineteenth century, the forms that nationalism took and its actual meaning differed over time in various areas. Indeed, “nationalism” is a term that historians have usually used quite loosely, adding to problem of understanding its meaning. In the following selection, Boyd Shafer attempts to define nationalism by listing ten characteristics it embodies.


Consider: What it would mean to be a German or Italian “nationalist” during the second half of the nineteenth century, according to Shafer’s definition of nationalism; what that political implication are of nationalism so defined; the elements of this definition that make nationalism such a historically powerful force.

1. A certain defined (often vaguely) unit of territory ( whether possessed or coveted).
2. Some common cultural characteristics such as language (or widely understood languages), customs, manners, and literature (folk tales and lore are a beginning). If an individual believes he shares these, and wishes to continue sharing them, he is usually said to be a member of the nationality.
3. Some common dominant social (as Christian) and economic (as capitalistic or recently communistic) institutions.

4. A common independent or sovereign government (type does not matter) or the desire for one. The “principle” that each nationality should be separate and independent is involved here.

5. A belief in a common history (it can be invented) and in a common origin (often mistakenly conceived to be racial in nature).

6. A love or esteem for fellow nationals (not necessarily as individuals).

7. A devotion to the entity (however little comprehended)called the nation, which embodies the common territory, culture, social and economic institutions government and the fellow  nationals, and which is at the same time (whether organism or not) more than their sum.

8. A common pride in the achievements (often the military more than the cultural) of this nation and a common sorrow in its tragedies (particularly its defeats).

9. A disregard for or hostility to other (not necessarily all) like groups, especially if these prevent or seem to threaten the separate national existence. 

10. A hope that the nation will have a great and glorious future (usually in territorial expansion) and become supreme in some way (in world power if the nation is already large).

