POR vs. PARA

In English we only have the word “for,” but in Spanish the word “for” can translate as “por” or “para” depending on the situation.  Por and para also have other meanings besides “for.”

	POR

(song to tune of Jingle Bells)
	PARA

(dr.ipod)

	Por por por

Por por por

because of, by and through
with length of time, in place of

with money and thank you

· “because of” 
Sacó una F  por no estudiar=He got an F b/c of not studying.
· through, by along and “around here”
pasamos por allí = we passed by/along/around there.
· Length of time/(duration) 
Me quedo aquí por 3 meses= I’m staying here for 3 weeks

· Doing something in place of or instead of someone else.  
Mi mamá está enferma, así que voy a la tienda por ella.  = My mom is sick so I’m going to the store for her.
· Exchange for (money/ thank you)
Pagué $5 por el boleto = I paid $5 for the ticket. 
Gracias por el regalo= Thanks for the present.
Por supuesto = of course       Por eso = that’s why

Por lo tanto = therefore       Por la mañana, por la tarde, por
                          la noche = in the morning, afternoon, night
	Destination 
Vamos para México = we’re going to Mexico.
Recipient: For whom something is done  
el regalo es para Ana = the gift is for Ana

In order to  = 
estudio para ser abogado= I study in order to become a lawyer.
Purpose for which something is done 
lo hice para impresionarte = I did it to impress you.
Opinion 

Esto es importante para mí= This is important for me.

Deadline/ due date 
El proyecto es para mañana = the Project is due tomorrow.
¿Para que? = what for?
Para que = so that




PRONOUNS AFTER PREPOSITIONS

Some common prepositions are: por,  para,  a,  de,  en,  con,  sin
The pronouns that follow prepositions are: mí, ti, él, ella, Ud, nosotros, ellos, ellas, ustedes
Examples:

Es para mí = it’s for me.
Creo en tí = I believe in you.

Estamos de acuerdo con él = we agree with him

No puedo vivir sin ustedes = I can’t live without you guys.
Te lo doy a ti = I give it to you.
Sometimes in English the pronoun translates as him, her, them or us, which are normally the direct object pronouns lo, la, los or nos.  However, if the word follws a preposition, you will just use the subject pronoun. Examples:

It’s for her = Es para ella.
Vamos con él = We are going with him.

I’m going without them = Voy sin ellos
Nos dieron el regalo a nosotros = They gave the gift to us.

Memoriza:


Conmigo = with me


Contigo = with you








