Hot Zone Questions: Reston – Medusa:

1- Why must monkeys be held in quarantine for a month in monkey houses such as in Reston?

2- What are some of the characteristics that make Crab eating monkeys unique?

3- What did Dan Dalgard attribute the monkey illnesses to at first inspection?

4- After dissecting the two dead monkeys, Dalgard believed the cause of death to possibly be what? What was the one symptom that was not common to it that he found?

5- Did Dalgard have any reason to suspect Marburg or Ebola was in the monkeys? Why or why not?

6- Why did Dan Dalgard decide to bring the problem of his dead monkeys to the attention of the USAMRIID? Why was he put in contact with Peter Jahrling?

7- Why do you suppose that people like Peter Jahrling who work with dangerous viruses might choose to purposely avoid thinking about what the viruses are capable of doing to them?

8- What is so ironic about the way Peter Jahrling lived as compared to his job?

9- Peter Jahrling had worked with almost every hot virus known except for Ebola and Marburg. From his statement, “I don’t particularly feel like dying”, what can you assume about Ebola and Marburg as compared to other lethal viruses?
10- Why do you think Peter Jahrling was so annoyed with the way Dan Dalgard sent the monkey tissue samples?

11- Why did Dan Dalgard decide to kill all of the monkeys in Room F?

12- What did Peter Jahrling do to determine whether or not bacteria had invaded the cell culture? Why did he do this?

13- What is significant about Peter Jahrling and Tom Geisbert smelling the cell culture?

14- Why did Nancy feel at a distance from her father?
15- What was the initial diagnosis from Jahrling to Dalgard in relation to the monkeys at Reston?

16- Why was Dalgard reassured about his decision to euthanize the monkeys in room F?

17- Upon returning to Reston, Dalgard found a number of monkeys that had died. What was so significant about their death that made him so concerned?

18- What is it about Tom Geisbert’s knife that made it so useful with working with the viruses?

19- What as the tool that Tom used for lifting the virus slices out of the water?

20- Tom equates looking at the cell slices with looking at terrain. What specific examples did he use to support this analogy?

21- Once Tom realized he may be dealing with a filovirus he personally became very afraid. What caused him to do so and what logical question did he have to ask himself to determine whether or not he was safe?

22- What did Tom use to confirm that he had Marburg in the cells?

23- When Tom first observed the sample he thought he had seen pepper in it. In reality what was it, and why was it so dangerous?
