FASCISM AS
“The Twentieth century is the era of fascism”.  Benito Mussolini

1.  “The dictatorship of decaying capitalism…The expression of disease and death.”  --R. Palme Dutte

2.  “Fulfilling the psychological and emotional needs of the lower middle class.”  Erich Fromm

3.  “Totalitarian dictatorship.”  Friedrich and Brzezinski

4.  Preconditions:  Modern Technology


Characteristics

· official ideology

· single mass party with one charismatic leader

· terrorist police control

· control of the media

· control of the military

· central control of the economy

5.  “The ideology of terror:  organized loneliness.  The suicidal escape from modern loneliness.”  Hannah Arendt

6.  “The conjunction of the right and the left.  Anti-liberalism and extreme nationalism.”  Eugene Weber

7.  “Anti-modernist revolt…Unconditional sovereignty, eternal war and an absolute supremacy.”  Ernst Nolte

The above quotes reflect the wide divergence of opinions among social scientists regarding fascism.

In an essay written in 1974 entitled “Fascinating Fascism”, Susan Sontag pointed to the strangely enticing character of fascism—so repellent and so horrifying that we cannot bear to look away.

Taking off of this conception, Paolo Valesio discusses the etymology of the word:

“The word that inevitably insinuates itself here is fascism.  Its root is well known—it is the Latin fascis, “bundle, bunch.” specifically the bundle of rods with an ax protruding from the middle that in ancient Rome was carried in front of the consuls, symbolizing their power to punish until death.  Fascis is also one possible etymology of another Latin word, fasinus:  according to this etymon, fascinus designates a magical operation by virtue of which the victim is magically bound.”

