Hamlet, by William Shakespeare

Study and Discussion Questions, Act II

1. In Act II, i, Polonius meets with his man, Reynaldo.  Note what he has enlisted Reynaldo to do.  What does this reveal or reinforce about Polonius' character?  (Discussion)

2. Who are Rosencrantz and Guildenstern?  Why has Claudius called them to the castle?  (Discussion)

3. When Polonius tells Claudius and Gertrude that he has "…..found/The very cause of Hamlet's lunacy." (II, ii, 51-52), he goes on to say, "I will be brief; your noble son is mad:" (99).  What are Polonius' motivations in revealing this information to Claudius and Gertrude?  (Discussion)
4. In Act II, ii, 189-236, Hamlet and Polonius and Hamlet converse.  Explain Hamlet's behavior toward Polonius and why you believe Hamlet is acting this way.  (Discussion)
5. Hamlet meets Rosencrantz and Guildenstern (II,ii, 240-391) and immediately want to know whether or not they have been sent for.  He asks them (II,ii,258-260) "…what have/you, my good friends, deserved at the hands of Fortune, that she sends you to prison hither?" and continues by saying, "Denmark's a prison" (262).  Rosencrantz and Guildenstern disagree, and Hamlet replies, "Why, then, 'tis none to you, for there is/nothing either good or bad but thinking makes it/so.  To me, it is a prison" (267-270).  Discuss how these ideas reflect Hamlet's situation and state of mind.  (Written response)
6. Reread Hamlet's conversation with Rosencrantz and Guildenstern about dreams (II, ii 273-285).  Complete a line-by line interpretation of their thoughts regarding dreams.   (Written response)
7. Reread Hamlet's speech after Rosencrantz and Guildenstern admit that they were sent for (316-334).  Complete a close reading of what Hamlet is saying to them.  (Written response)
8. Hamlet ends his private discussion with Rosencrantz and Guildenstern by saying, "I am but mad "north-north-west.  When the/wind is southerly, I know a hawk from a handsaw" (402-03).  What does Hamlet mean by this strange statement? (Discussion)
9. At the end of Act II, Hamlet settles on a plan, and says "…The play's the thing/Wherein I'll catch the conscience of the king" (633-34).  What are the details of Hamlet's plan?  (Discussion)
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