
AP Government 

Mrs. Aneja
Policy Issue Report

150 Points

Assignment:

In government, the term policy means a deliberate plan of action to guide the decisions of the government. This assignment mimics a real tool that is used in government. All executive agencies and congressional committees release reports on certain issues and bills to educate the public, media, and government officials. These generally include history, a discussion of the current policy, evidence from experts, and policy recommendations. 


You are to pretend you work for an executive agency and you are preparing a report on a specific policy issue. This report will help you understand one policy issue in US government with detailed and deep understanding. Your assignment is to choose a policy issue below and complete the various objectives. The final product will be passed in as a policy issue report.  This should be a multiple page report stapled together. 

Economic Policy:

Trade Barriers/Agreements

NAFTA

The US and the World Trade Organization

Unions and America

Financial Market Regulation

Social Policy:

Agriculture

Welfare

Affirmative Action

Women’s Rights

National Health Care

Education (Early Childhood, Elementary, 

Secondary, Higher Education)

Charter Schools (or) School Vouchers

Crime Reform (or) Capital Punishment

Legal Rights and Justice Issues

Domestic Terrorism Legislation

Social Security

Transportation

Communication

Labor Laws or Workers Rights

Urban Development

Public Housing

Veteran Issues

Environmental Policy:

Global Warming

Acid Rain

Water Pollution

Air Pollution

Endangered Species

Nuclear Energy or Nuclear Waste

National Parks

Drilling in ANWR (Artic National Wildlife Reserve)

Foreign Policy:

Energy Policy (may also be a domestic issue)

The US and the United Nations

Iraq Policy

Afghanistan Policy
The “War on Terrorism”

Policy toward Israel and 

Palestine/Israel

North Korean Policy

Russian Policy

Sudan and Darfur Policy

AIDS in Africa Policy

Worldwide or Regional Poverty

Immigration

This is what you need to do:  

1. Look in your textbook or on the Internet for a few topics and get a basic understanding of them. After doing this, Choose one topic above. It is highly recommended you choose a topic that you have not explored before for this class (i.e. in a research paper, presentation, etc.). If you do not see the topic you wish to do on this list, please see Mrs. Aneja to discuss the topic you wish to do.

2. Check out a few reports online to see what they look like. Here are some websites:

Department of Education: http://edpubs.ed.gov/

Department of Labor: http://www.dol.gov/dol/topic/

Department of Energy: http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/pressroom/

Department of State: http://www.fpc.state.gov/

Department of Defense: http://www.defenselink.mil/pubs/

3. Do a search for information on your topic to use for your report (I suggest at least 5-6 articles). Try to find research that would be considered studies – i.e. examines a problem either quantitatively (measurement of effects involving quantity – usually using statistical analysis) or qualitatively (measurement of effect involving judging the quality). Use database available at SGMHS. Consider also looking in these databases: Google Scholar, Lexis-Nexus, JSTOR, etc. If you are unable to access these article, please e-mail Mrs. Aneja. 
4. Based on your research and views of a policy issue, create a report. Be sure to cover all of the objectives below. The report should be approximately 4-6 pages plus a works cited page and cover page. It must be 12 point font, Times New Roman, double spaced, and have one inch margins.
Cover Page

This should include: 

1. Report Title including the general topic and a snappy title (Here is a real example from a Department of Education report – “Education: No Child Left Behind Act Is Working”)

2. Your name 

3. Report date (Due date of the assignment)

4. Your executive agency (Department of Energy, Department of State, etc. – must be the agency that oversees your specific policy)

5. Your executive department seal

6. (optional) A compelling image
Images and Page Numbers

You should also collect images from the Internet related to your policy issue and embed these throughout your report (10 minimum). Your report should have numbered pages.

Section I: History

Create a history of your topic in the United States (and worldwide if relevant). Don’t just cut and paste these from websites or books, but get information and craft into a narrative of your own. Information should be taken from outside sources, and MUST include citations. (Should be no more than 1-1 ½ pages double-spaced).  

Section II: Current Policy and Evidence from Experts to Support Policy

Create a brief review of the literature on your topic. This should be discuss the current United States policy (laws, recent executive actions) related to your topic and various expert opinions on the policy. It is best to include studies (research that examines a problem OR research that does statistical analysis), although editorials and conceptual writing will be allowed. Once again, don’t just cut and paste these from websites or books, but get information and craft into a narrative of your own. Information should be taken from outside sources, and MUST include citations. (Should be no more than 1-1 ½ pages double-spaced).  

Section III: Policy Suggestions/Recommendations

Create brief overview of your policy recommendation. This should include a detailed plan describing what future legislation would look like to address this issue’s needs. This will specially link to your ideological position on the issue. This should be entirely your own ideas and vision. If however you do need to use outside sources, you MUST include citations. (Should be no more than 2-3 pages double-spaced).  

Section IV: References (Works Cited Page) 
Any piece of information used in this reported mush be parenthetically cited (Author Page) and included in the Works Cited Page. The works cited page must follow MLA format completely. (Student may consider using a MLA citation format program to help with preparation of works cited page. Examples: www.noodletools.com, www.easybib.com, or www.citationmachine.net. If you do choose to use one of these programs, be sure to double-check thoroughly because they or you may have made an error).
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RUBRIC: POLICY ISSUE REPORT

The report is worth 150 points total.

Here is how your grade on the report breaks down:

The Work – 20 points

Is the report information accurate? Did the student(s) put a decent amount of work into it? Did the student put a considerable amount of time into the work? Was the student creative? Was the project free of grammar and spelling mistakes? (1 point will be deducted for each mistake)

Report Presentation – 10 points

This is the way the report looks. This includes all pages being typed. Pictures where necessary and/or for esthetic value. 

Completeness – 20 points

Is it complete (Does it have all required sections)? All parts of the assignment are in the report. All directions were followed. 

The Assignments – 100 points total  

Cover Page: Report Title, Name, Date, Executive Agency, Seal (10 points)

Images and Page Numbers: 10 images minimum and numbered pages (10 points)

Section I: History (10 points)

Create a history of your topic in the United States (and worldwide if relevant). 

Section II: Current Policy and Evidence from Experts to Support Policy (10 points)

Create a brief review of the literature on your topic and of the current policy (laws, recent executive actions) of the US government. 

Section III: Policy Suggestions/Recommendations (50 points)

Create brief overview of your policy recommendation. This should include a detailed plan describing what future legislation would look like to address this issue’s needs. This will specially link to your ideological position on the issue. 

Section IV: References (Works Cited Page) (10 points)

Any piece of information used in this reported mush be parenthetically cited (Author Page) and included in the Works Cited Page. The works cited page must follow MLA format completely.
TOTAL POINTS (out of 150):

A letter grade will be deducted each day your report is late.

It is worth 20% of your semester grade.
