Essay #1: Plans for the Future
Our first formal essay of the school year will be both brief and simple. Following MLA format, I would like you to write a well-organized, 300-500 word paper describing your plans for the future. In your essay, explain "what you want to be when you grow up" and how you plan to achieve this goal.  Grading will be based on the three key components of writing: adherence to the prompt, format and organization, and clarity (including grammatical correctness, syntax, and meaning). The following guidelines will help you to be successful with our first writing assignment:

· In order to adhere to the prompt, clearly state your plans for the future, including the career you want and the schooling you'll need to qualify for it.
· Due to the brevity of this paper, consider composing abnormally short introductory and concluding paragraphs and spending most of your time on the body of the paper.

· Organize your paper so that it has a clear introduction, body, and conclusion.

· Your paper must be between 300 and 500 words and must include an accurate word count at the end.
· Your paper must follow general MLA format, including:

· It must be typed on standard 8.5 x 11-inch paper.
· Double-space or one and a half-space the text of your paper and use a legible, 12-point font like Times New Roman or Courier.
· Leave only one space after periods or other punctuation marks.
· Set the margins of your document to one inch on all sides. Indent the first line of a paragraph one half-inch (five spaces or press Tab once) from the left margin. 

· In the upper left-hand corner of the page, list your name, your instructor's name, the course, and the date.
· Double space (hit Enter or Return once) again and center the title. Do not underline your title or put it in quotation marks. 

· Double space (hit Enter or Return once) between the title and the first line of the text.
· Do not insert an additional space between paragraphs. Some word processing programs may automatically format your paper to include an additional space after each paragraph. Look online for help turning off this feature for your version of Microsoft Word or a similar word processing program.
· The essay will be worth 30 points, with 10 points being assigned to each of the three key components of writing.
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