SOCRATIC SEMINAR

Preparation:

1. You must create two questions for each Level of Questioning (Bloom). Please label each level of questions. (see back)

2. Title your paper: “Exploration Socratic Seminar”

3. Read over the source documents and be prepared to participate in class discussion.
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Seminar Day

On the assigned day, all students must have their questions ready. You will participate in a civil, polite discussion, not a screaming match or a debate. Seats will be arranged in a circle or rectangle. Inside the circle, there will be a lesser amount of seats. This is known as the inner circle. Beside the inner circle, there will be an extra chair. This chair will be the Hot Seat.

Socratic Seminar Rules

1. Only students in the inner circle are allowed to answer the question. I will set a timer so that other members of the class have an opportunity to answer questions in the inner circle.

2. Students in the outer circle will take turns asking the questions of students in the inner circle. No questions can be asked from the inside to the outside circle.

3. If a student from the outer circle would like to share their opinion of the on-going discussion in the inner circle, they may move to the Hot Seat for the duration of their comment before moving back to their outer circle seat. 

4. Remember, you need to behave in a civil, polite manner. As a member of the inner circle, you should encourage further discussion from quieter members and not try to dominate the conversation. You should be respectful and not interrupt each other. The goal is to become an active participant. 

You will see the benefits of knowing how to participate in a Socratic seminar when you discover the significance of creating and asking your own questions rather than simply answering the questions provided by the teacher. Through this methodology, you will build analytical and creative thinking skills, as well as understand how to participate in an educational conversation. With practice, you will gain confidence with your peers. 

