Response to the Renaissance and The Age of Exploration Presentation

1. What changes in learning and the arts occurred during the Italian Renaissance?  When and why did it occur?  (Think about what led to the growth of cities in Italy and how sophisticated urban centers might have contributed to learning and the arts.)  What was the major contribution of the Renaissance?

2. How did ideas about piety (being religious) and a simple life and a secular (worldly) society change?

3. What role did patrons of the arts and sciences play in the development of Renaissance ideas?

4. What effects did the emphasis on individuals have on painters and sculptors?  How did Christianity affect the art of the Renaissance?

5. How did the invention of the printing press help spread learning and Renaissance ideas?

6. What values did the Renaissance look for in a “universal man”, also called a “Renaissance man”?

7. How did the Renaissance help inspire the Age of Exploration?

8. Besides the caravel (ship with triangular-shaped sails), what other inventions fueled exploration?  How?

ANSWER KEY

People embraced humanism.  They placed emphasis on worldly ideas.  They supported the arts.  They developed new approaches to painting (using perspective to look more realistic) and literature (writing in vernacular.)  The Renaissance began around 1300 and lasted until 1650.  The Renaissance began in Italy because it had several important cities; these cities included a class of merchants (rich from trading) and bankers (who could afford art); and artists were inspired by the classical ruins there.

As people started to question life, religion and the church, many people’s piety decreased.  Society became focused more on secular ideas—thoughts that are centered on the things of the world.  People started to believe that piety did not mean suffering only, but being religious still allowed people to enjoy worldly pleasures (the good things in life.)  Although people remained 

