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 Important Scenes from Macbeth
Act I

· Witches’ first meeting

· Report of war to Duncan

· Witches’ prophecies to Macbeth

· Macbeth/Banquo reaction to prophecies

· Macbeth learns he’s Thane of Cawdor; Macbeth reaction

· Official promotion of Macbeth and Malcolm by Duncan

· Lady Macbeth receives letter; her reaction 

· First discussion of Duncan’s murder

· Arrival of Duncan

· Second discussion of Duncan’s murder

Act II

· Meeting between Macbeth, Banquo

· Macbeth’s dagger hallucination

· Lady Macbeth hears an owl; Macbeth describes murder

· Arrival of Macduff, others at Macbeth’s castle

· Discovery of Duncan’s body

· Reaction to murder by Macduff, Malcolm, Macbeth, and Lady Macbeth

· Macbeth’s explanation of guards’ murder

· Discussion/departure by Malcolm, Donalbain

· Discussion between Ross, Macduff about murders

Act III

· Banquo and Macbeth discussion of prophecies

· First meeting between Macbeth and murderers

· Discussion between Macbeth and Lady Macbeth

· Attack on Banquo, Fleance

· Second meeting between Macbeth, murderers; Macbeth’s reaction

· Appearance of Banquo’s ghost; Macbeth’s reaction

· Reaction of Lady Macbeth, party guests to Macbeth

· Macbeth’s decision to meet the witches again

· Meeting between Hecate, witches

Act IV

· Macbeth visits witches

· Appearance of four apparitions

· Macbeth’s reaction to each apparition

· Discussion between lady Macduff, her son

· Murder of lady Macduff, son

· Meeting between Macduff, Malcolm

· News of Lady Macduff’s murder

· Reaction by Macduff, Malcolm

Act V

· Discussion between goodwoman, doctor

· Lady Macbeth sleepwalking, sleep talking

· Reaction to Lady Macbeth by goodwoman, doctor

· Report to Macbeth of Lady Macbeth, enemy army

· Lady Macbeth’s suicide, report to Macbeth; Macbeth’s reaction

· Malcolm’s order to his men to camouflage themselves with tree branches

· Report of Birnam Woods approaching Dunsinane; Macbeth’s reaction
· Fight between Young Siward, Macbeth

· Macbeth’s meeting, fight with Macduff

· Delivery of Macbeth’s head to Malcolm

· Malcolm’s final speech

Macbeth Study Guide Questions 

Act I, sc. i- iii

Scene I

1. What atmosphere is established in this scene?

2. Who is present? When and where will they meet again? Whom will they meet?
3. What is the purpose of this scene?

4. What is suggested by the line, “Fair is foul, foul is fair”?

Scene II

1. Who is Duncan? Who is Malcolm?

2. What does the Captain tell them about Macbeth, Banquo and the battle he was just in? Focus on his two main speeches.
3. Why is King Duncan so pleased with Macbeth?

4. What news does Ross bring the King about the Thane of Cawdor?

5. What does King Duncan tell Ross to do?

6. What impression do you have of Macbeth from this scene? Duncan?

7. What is the purpose of this scene?

Scene III

1. What have the witches been up to since scene i?

2. When Macbeth says, “So foul and fair a day I have not seen,” to what is he referring? What is the dramatic irony of this line?

3. With what three titles do the witches greet Macbeth?

4. Describe the witches’ physical appearance:

5. How do Macbeth and Banquo react to the witches’ prophecies? 
6. As Banquo addresses the witches, how does his attitude toward them contrast with Macbeth’s?

7. Macbeth demands an explanation for the witches’ prophesy.  How does Banquo answer Macbeth’s demand?
8. What warning does Banquo give Macbeth?

9. What impression of the witches do you form from this scene?

10. What news is immediately delivered that validates the witches’ prophecies?

Macbeth Study Guide Questions 

Act I, scenes iv-vii

Answer each question on a separate piece of paper.

1. How does Duncan treat Macbeth and Banquo when they return from the war?

2. What two announcements (promotions) does Duncan make?

3. How do these announcements affect Macbeth?

4. How does Lady Macbeth learn of the witches’ prophecies? What is her reaction?

5. What do Macbeth and Lady Macbeth discuss when Macbeth returns home?

6. Who visits the Macbeths, and how is that person treated by the Macbeths?

7. Why is their treatment hypocritical?

8. Why does Macbeth not want to kill Duncan at first?

9. Who and what change his mind?

10. What is the plan to kill Duncan?

Macbeth Study Guide Questions 

Act II, scenes i-ii
Answer the following questions in complete sentences.  You may also complete a 15-bullet-point summary.

1. Where and when does the scene open? Who is Fleance?
2. What evidence suggests that Banquo is nervous and agitated?

3. What does Banquo say about the Weird Sisters?  What lie does Macbeth tell Banquo about the Weird Sisters?

4. After Banquo leaves, Macbeth delivers a soliloquy. What does he say he sees? In how many ways does he see it?  Is he becoming stronger or weaker in will and determination than he reveals himself to be in Act One?

5. What does the bell signal?

6. What does Lady Macbeth do to the grooms?

7. How does the first half of Lady Macbeth’s soliloquy contrast with the second half?  What causes the change?

8. Why doesn’t Lady Macbeth commit the murder herself?

9. Describe the things that Macbeth tells Lady Macbeth he heard that upset him.  What is Lady Macbeth’s reaction to Macbeth?

10. What part of the murder plan does Macbeth fail to complete?  What is Lady Macbeth’s response?

Act II Reading Assignment- sc iii-iv

 Directions: Complete the reading questions below on a separate piece of paper.  
1. The Porter’s scene, or the “knocking at the gate,” is a much debated scene by scholars, but many agree it is the typical comic relief scene seen in Shakespeare’s plays. What do you suppose the dramatic point of a comic relief scene is? Why is the Porter’s soliloquy in prose rather than poetry? What lines contain the bawdy humor so often found in these scenes?
2. How is the theme of “a crime against nature” expressed in this scene (scene 3)?
3. Who finds Duncan’s dead body?  What is his reaction?

4. How do Macbeth and Lady Macbeth react after “learning” of Duncan’s death?

5. What happens to the guards?  What is Macbeth’s explanation?

6. What decision do Malcolm and Donalbain make after their father’s death?

7. What additional natural or “unnatural” events further reinforce the “crime against nature” theme?

8. At the end of Act II, who is believed to have bribed the guards to kill Duncan?
9. In what ceremony will Macbeth participate? How did this honor happen to fall upon Macbeth?
Macbeth Study Guide Questions 
Act III, sc. i-iii Reading Questions
Directions: answer the following questions on a separate sheet of paper.  You may also complete a 10-bullet-point summary of the reading section.
1. What are Banquo’s feelings about Duncan’s murder?

2. What does Banquo realize about the witches’ prophecies about him and the son?

3. What event is taking place at Macbeth’s castle later that night?

4. What are Macbeth’s feelings about Banquo?  What causes these feelings?

5. What “favor” does Macbeth feel he has done for Banquo?

6. Who comes to see Macbeth after Banquo has left, and what does Macbeth ask them to do?

7. What motivation does Macbeth use to persuade the visitors?  What is ironic about this motivation

8. Why do the visitors agree to help Macbeth?

9. What are Lady Macbeth’s feelings about killing Duncan in sc. ii?  What secret does Macbeth keep from Lady Macbeth?

10. What happens to Banquo and Fleance?  Why is this bad for Macbeth?

Act III, sc. iv- vi Reading Assignment

Direction: Answer ten of the questions listed below.  You may also complete a ten bullet-point summary.

1. Who has gathered, where, and why in scene iv?

2. Who visits Macbeth? What is the two-part message?

3. What are Macbeth’s two reactions?

4. Which person does Macbeth say he wishes were at the feast?  Why is this ironic?
5. What is the first indication that Macbeth is seeing things again?  The second?

6. What’s the first thing Macbeth says to the ghost? The second?

7. How does Lady Macbeth try to cover for him?  What does she instruct the guests to do?

8. What earlier hallucination does Lady Macbeth compare Macbeth’s current hallucination?

9. What does Macbeth say to the ghost before it exists the first time?

10. What does Macbeth say about the ghost when it reappears?

11. How does Macbeth plan to visit the next day?  Why?

12. Who does Macbeth plan to visit next day?  Why?

13. Why is Hecate angry with the witches?  Where does Hecate tell the witches to meet her? Why?

14. What does she say Macbeth will do regarding his future?

15. What does Hecate say is Mortals’ main enemy?  How is this true about Macbeth?

Macbeth Study Guide Questions 
Act IV Reading Questions

Answer all the questions below for Act IV and V on a separate sheet of paper.  You may also complete bullet summaries.

1. Describe the four apparitions and their messages to Macbeth?

2. What effect does each apparition have on Macbeth?

3. Why is Lady Macduff upset with Macduff?

4. What does she say that angers her son?

5. What isher son’s opinion of Macduff?

6. How does the scene end?

7. Where does scene iii begin?

8. What is being discussed by whom (hint: it’s not Macbeth)?

9. What type of king does Malcolm say he would be? Why?

10. How does Macduff respond?

11. How did Malcolm test Macduff?

12. What were the results of the test?

13. What news does Ross first deliver to Macduff?

14. How does the message change?

15. What plan is set into motion at the end of scene iii?

Macbeth Study Guide Questions 
Act V

1. What is the goodwoman concerned about?
2. Describe three things Lady Macbeth does in front of them.

3. What type of help does the doctor say LM needs.

4. Which three men are leading armies against Macbeth?

5. Where does Angus say these armies will meet?

6. Where is Macbeth and his men?

7. Why do Macbeth’s men still support him?

8. What’s Macbeth’s mood at the beginning of scene iii? Why?

9. How many men are marching toward Dunsinane Hill?

10. How does Macbeth describe his life?

11. What report does the doctor give Macbeth?

12. What’s his response, and what’s mainly concerned about?

13. What command does Malcolm give all his soldiers?

14. What first report does Macbeth receive?

15. What is Macbeth’s response?

16. What’s the second report?

17. What’s Macbeth’s response?

18. What surprise does Macduff have for Macbeth?

19. What happens to Macbeth?

20. What prophecy is never addressed?  What are the ramifications?

Quotation Assignment #1- Macbeth
Directions: Analyze one of the following passages by addressing the following areas:

1. Provide background regarding the context of the passage(s) by explaining what specifically is occurring during this scene and what it adds to our understanding of the story.

2. Analyze the passage, discuss its significance in understanding any or all of the following: characterization, human nature, poet’s style (e.g. foreshadowing, juxtaposition, onomatopoeia, alliteration, metaphor, etc.), or any important element that needs to be addressed.  Do not merely paraphrase.

Assignment Number 1

“Where shall we meet again?

In the thunder, lightning or rain?”
“Fair is foul and foul is fair

Hover through the fog and filthy air

“All Hail Macbeth…Thane of Glamis!

All Hail Macbeth… Thane of Cawdor!

All Hail Macbeth, that shall be king hereafter!”

“Say from whence 

You owe this strange intelligence? or why

Upon this blasted heath you stop our way

With such prophetic greeting? Speak, I charge you.”

Assignment Number 2

“For brave Macbeth- well he deserves that name—

Disdaining fortune, with his brandish’d steel,

Which smoked with bloody execution, 

Like valour’s minion carved out his passage

Till he faced the slave;

Which ne’er shook hands, nor blade farewell to him,

Till he unseam’d him from the nave to the chaps, 

And fix’d his head upon our battlements.”

“No more that thane of Cawdor shall deceive

Our bosom interest: go pronounce his present death,

And with his former title greet Macbeth.”

Assignment Number 3

“So foul and fair a day I have not seen.”

“(Aside) This supernatural soliciting

Cannot be ill, cannot be good: if ill,

Why hath it given me earnest of success, 

Commencing in a truth?  I am thane of Cawdor:

If good, why do I yield to that suggestion

Whose horrid image doth unfix my hair

And make my seated heart knock at my ribs,

Against the use of nature? Present fears

Are less than horrible imaginings:

My thought, whose murder yet is but fantastical,

Shakes so my single state of man that function

Is smother’d in surmise, and nothing is

But what is not.”

Quote Assignment Number 2
Act I, scene 4
1. Paraphrase the meaning of the quote and explain why it’s ironic as it pertains to Macbeth.

   Duncan

      There’s no art

      To find the mind’s construction in the face: 

      He was a gentleman on whom I built

      An absolute trust

2. Paraphrase the meaning of the quote and explain its importance as it pertains to      Macbeth.

      Duncan

         We will establish our estate upon

          Our eldest, Malcolm, whom we name hereafter

          The Prince of Cumberland; which honour must

          Not unaccompanied invest him only,

          But signs of nobleness, like stars, shall shine

         On all deservers

3. Paraphrase the meaning of the quote and explain its importance as it pertains to       

Macbeth and the witches’ prophecies.

Macbeth

 [Aside] The Prince of Cumberland!  That is a step

On which I must fall down, or else o’erleap,

For in my way it lies.  Stars, hide your fires;

Let no light see my black and deep desires:

They eye wink at the hand; yet let that be,

Which the eye fears, when it is done, to see.

Act I, Scene 5

4. Paraphrase the meaning of the quote and explain Lady Macbeth’s feelings about her husband.

Lady Macbeth

     Glamis thou art, and Cawdor; and shalt be

     What thou art promised: yet do I fear thy nature;

     It is too full o’ the mild of human kindness

     To catch the nearest way:

5. Paraphrase Lady Macbeth’s quote and explain its importance as it pertains to Duncan and Macbeth.

Hie thee hither,

That I may pour my spirits in thine ear;

And chastise with the valour of my tongue

All that impedes thee from the golden round,

Which fate and metaphysical aid doth seem

To have thee crown’d withal.

6. Paraphrase Lady Macbeth’s quotes and explain what they tell about her personality.

The raven himself is hoarse

That croaks the fatal entrance of Duncan

Under my battlements.  Come, you spirits

That tend on mortal thoughts, unsex me here,

And fill me from the crown to the toe top-full

Of direst cruelty

Come to my woman’s breasts,

And take my mild for gall, you murdering ministers,

Wherever in your sightless substances

You wait on nature’s mischief?

7. Paraphrase the meaning of the quote and explain why it’s importance to the story’s plot.

Lady Macbeth

    To beguile the time,

     Look like the time; bear welcome in your eye,

    Your hand, your tongue: look like the innocent flower,

     But be the serpent under’t.  He that’s coming

     Must be provided for: and you shall put

     This night’s great business into my dispatch;

     Which shall to all our nights and days to come

     Give solely sovereign sway and masterdom.
Act II Quote Interpretation

Writing Prompt

   As soon as Macbeth decides to kill Duncan, he slowly becomes overwhelmed by the mental burden his decision brings.  Complete the following assignment for one of the passages below:

1. Provide background regarding the context of the passage(s) by explaining what specifically is occurring this scene and what it adds to our understanding of the story.

2. Analyze the passage, discuss its significance in understanding any or all of the following: characterization, human nature, poet’s style (e.g. foreshadowing, juxtaposition,, onomatopoeia, alliteration, metaphor, etc.), or any other important element that needs to be addressed.  Do not merely paraphrase.

3. Analyze the mental effects being experienced by Macbeth.

Assignment # 1


Is this dagger which I see before me,

         The handle toward my hand?  Come, let me clutch thee.

         I have thee not, and yet I see thee still.

         Art thou not, fatal vision, sensible

         To feeling as to sight? Or art thou but

         A dagger of the mind, a false creation,

         Proceeding from the head-oppressed brain?

         I see thee yet, in form as palpaple

         As this which now I draw.                       He draws his dagger

         I go and it is done.  The bell invites me.

         Hear it not, Duncan, for it is a knell

         That summons thee to heaven or to hell

Assignment # 2

I have done the deed.  Didst thou not hear a noise?

…There’s one did laugh in ‘s sleep, and one cried “Murder!”

… One cried “God Bless us” and “Amen” the other

… But I could not say “Amen” when they said “God bless us.”

… wherefore could I not pronounce “Amen”?

…” Amen” stuck in my throat.

These deeds must not be thought

After these ways; so, it will make us mad.

                                        A bell rings

Methought I heard a voice cry ‘Sleep no more!

Macbeth does murder sleep’, the innocent sleep,

…Still it cried ‘Sleep no more!’ to all the house:

Glamis hath murder’d sleep, and therefore Cawdor

Shall sleep no more; Macbeth shall sleep no more.’

Assignment # 3

…What do you mean?

Who was it that thus cried?  Why, worthy thane,

You do unbend your noble strength, to think

So brainsickly of things.  Go get some water, 

And wash this filthy witness from your hand.
                                                          Knock within

   Whence is that knocking?

How is’t with me, when every noise appalls me?

What hands are here? Ha! They pluck out mine eyes.

Will all great Neptune’s ocean wash this blood

Clean from my hand?  No, this my hand will rather

The multitudinous seas incarnadine,

Making the green one red.

And he was her second husband.

Assignment # 4

[Aside to DONALBAIN] Why do we hold our tongues,

That most may claim this argument for ours?

[Aside to MALCOLM] What should be spoken here,

Where our fate,
Hid in an auger-hole, may rush, and seize us?

Let’s away;

Our tears are not yet brew’d.

[Aside to DONALBAIN] Nor our strong sorrow

Upon the foot of motion.

What will you do? Let’s not consort with them;

To show an unfelt sorrow is an office

Which the false man does easy.  I’ll go to England.

To Ireland, I; our separated fortune

Shall keep us both the safer: where we are,

There’s daggers in men’s smiles: the near in blood,

The nearer  bloody.
This murderous shaft that’s shot

Hath not yet lighted, and our safest way

Is to avoid the aim.  Therefore, to horse;

And let us not be dainty of leave-taking,

But shift away: there’s warrant in that theft

Which steals itself, when there’s no mercy left.

Act III Quote Interpretation, sc. i-iii

Directions: Complete one of the quote interpretation prompts listed below.

Prompt # 1: Banquo and Macbeth were best friends at the beginning of the play, but the witches’ prophecy slowly changed the way they felt about each other.

Read the following passages and explain the context in which it takes place, interpret its meaning, and explain how their friendship has changed since the beginning of the story.

Thou hast it now: king, Cawdor, Glamis, all,

As the weird women promised, and, I fear,

Thou play’dst most foully for’t: yet it was said

It should not stand in thy posterity,

But that myself should be the root and father

Of many kings.  IF ther come truth from them—

As upon thee, Macbeth, their speeches shine—

Why, by the verities on thee made good,

May they not be my oracles as well,

And set me up in hope? But hush! no more.

Our fears in Banquo 

Stick deep; and in his royalty of nature

Reigns that which would be fear’d: ‘tis much he dares;

And, to that dauntless temper of his mind,

He hath a wisdom that doth guide his valour

To act in safety.  There is none but he

Whose being I do fear; and, under him,

My Genius is rebuked; as, it is said,

Mark Antony’s was by Ceasar.  He chid the sisters

When first they put the name of king upon me,

And bade them speak to him: then prophet-like

They hail’d him father to a line of kings:

Upon my head they placed a fruitless crown,

And put a barren scepter in my gripe,

Thence to be wrench’d with an unlineal hand,

No son of mine succeeding.  If’ be so,

For Banquo’s issue have I filed my mind;

For them the gracious Duncan have I murder’d;

Put rancours in the vessel of my peace

Only for them; and mine eternal jewel

Given to the common enemy of man,

To make them kings, the seed of Banquo kings!

Rather than so, come fate into the list.

And champion me to the utterance!

Prompt # 2: Lady Macbeth was able to persuade Macbeth to kill Duncan in part by calling him a coward and questioning his manhood.

Read the following passage and explain the context in which it takes place, interpret its meaning, and explain how Macbeth uses similar persuasive tactics as Lady Macbeth.

…Well then, now

Have you considere’d of my speeches? Know

That it was he in the times past which held you

So under fortune, which you thought had been

Our innocent self: this I made good to you

In our last conference, pass’d in probation with you,

How you were borne in hand, how cross’d, the instruments,

Who wrought with them, and all things else that might

… Do you find

Your patience so predominant in your nature

That you can let this go?  Are you so gospell’d

To pray for this good man and for his issue,

Whose heavy hand hath bow’d you to the grave

And beggar’d yours for ever?

Prompt # 3: When Macbeth and Lady Macbeth debated whether or not to kill Duncan, Macbeth initially refused to execute her plan because he feared the possible negative consequences.  At the same time, Lady Macbeth tried to calm his fears by telling him to not worry about it and to let her devise the execution plan.

Read the following passages and explain the context in which it takes place, interpret its meaning, and explain how their feelings have changed since Act I.

Nought’s had, all’s spent

Where our desire is got without content:

‘Tis safer to be that which we destroy

Than by destruction dwell in doubtfull joy.
We have scotch’d the snake, not kill’d it:

She’ll close and be herself, whilst our poor malice

Remains in danger of her former tooth…

… Be innocent  of the knowledge, dearest chuck,

Till thou applaud the deed.  Come, seeling night,

Scarf up the tender eye of pitiful day;

And with thy bloody and invisible hand

Cancel and tear to pieces that great bond

Which keeps me pale!

Act V Quote Interpretation

  Directions: provide the context, the meaning, and the impotence of the passages listed below.

Passage # 1

Out, damned spot! Out, I say!—One: two: why,

Then, ‘tis to do’t. –Hell is murky!—Fie, my

lord, fie! a soldier, and afeard?  What need we

fear who knows it, when none can call our power to

account?—Yet who would have thought the old mand

to have had so much blood in him.

The thane of Fife had a wife: where is she now?—

What, will these hands ne’er be clean? –No more o’

That, my lord, no more o’ that: you mar all with 

this starting.

Here’s the smell of the blood still: all the

Perfumes of Arabia will not sweeten this little

hand.  Oh, oh, oh!

Wash your hands, put on your nightgown; look not so

Pale.—I tell you again, Banquo’s buried; he

Cannot come out on’s grave.

To bed, to bed! there’s knocking at the gate:

come, come, come, come, give me your hand.  What’s

done cannot be undone.—To bed, to bed, to bed!
Passage #2

The queen, my lord is dead.

She should have died hereafter;

There would have been a time for such a word.

To-morrow, and to-morrow, and to-morrow,

Creeps in this petty pace from day to day

To the last syllable of recorded time,

And all out yesterdays have lighted fools

The way to dusty death.  Out, out, brief candle!

Life’s but a walking shadow, a poor prayer

That struts and frets his hour upon the stage

And then is heard no marble: it is a tale

Told by an idiot, full of sound and fury,

Signifying nothing.

Assignment #2

As I did stand my watch upon the hill,

I look’s toward Birnam, and anon, methought,

The wood began to move…

Let me endure your wrath, if’t be not so.

Within this three mile may you see it coming;

I say, a moving grove

If thou speak’st false,

Upon the next tree shalt thou hand alive,

Till famine cling thee: if thy speech be sooth,

I care not if thou dost for me as much.—

I pull in resolution; and begin

To doubt the equivocation of the fiend

That lies like truth. “ Fear not, till Birnam wood

Do come to Dunsinane;” and now a wood

Comes toward Dunsinane. –Arm, arm, and out!—

If this which he avouches does appear,

There is nor flying hence nor tarrying here.

I ‘gin to be a-weary of the sun,

And wish the estate o’ the world were now undone.—

Ring the alarum bell!—Blow, wind! come, wrack!
Assignment #3

They have tied me to a stake; I cannot fly,

But, bear-like I must fight the course. –What’s he

That was not born of woman? Such a one

Am I to fear, or none… I bear a charmed life,

Which must not yield to one of woman born

Despair thy charm;

And let the angel whom thou still hast serv’d

Tell thee, Macduff was from his mother’s womb

Untimely ripp’d… yield thee, coward,

I will not yield,

To kiss the ground before young Malcolm’s feet,

And to be baited with the rabble’s cuse.

Through Birnam wood be come to Dunsinane,

And thou oppos’d , being of no woman born, 

Yet I will try the last…

[Exeunt fighting]

Hail, king, for so thou art: behold, where stands

The usurper’s cursed head: the time is free…:

…Hail, King of Scotland!
Act III, sc. iv-vi Reading Assignment 

Direction: Answer 10 of the questions below.  You may also complete a 10-bullet summary.
1. Who has gathered, where, and why in scene iv?

2. Who visits Macbeth?  What is the two-part message?

3. What are Macbeth’s two reactions?

4. Which person does Macbeth say he wishes were at the feast?  Why is this ironic?

5. What is the first thing Macbeth is seeing things again?  The second?

6. What’s the first thing Macbeth says to the ghost?  The second?

7. How does Lady Macbeth try to cover for him?  What does she instruct the guests to do?

8. What earlier hallucination does Lady Macbeth compare Macbeth’s current hallucination?

9. What does Macbeth say to the ghost before it exits the first time?

10. What does Macbeth say about the ghost when it reappears?

11. How does Macbeth try to explain his actions?

12. Who does Macbeth plan to visit the next day? Why?

13. Why is Hecate angry with the witches? Where does Hecate tell the witches to meet her? Why?

14. What does she say Macbeth will do regarding his future?

15. What does Hecate say is Mortals’ main enemy?  How is this true about Macbeth?

Act IV Reading Questions

Answer all the questions below for Acts IV and V on a separate sheet of paper.  You may also complete bullet summaries.

1. Describe the four apparitions and their messages to Macbeth?

2. What effect does each apparition have on Macbeth?

3. Why is Lady Macduff upset with Macduff?

4. What does she say that angers her son?

5. What is her son’s opinion of Macduff?

6. How does the scene end?

7. Where does scene iii begin?

8. What is being discussed by whom (hint: it’s not Macbeth)?

9. What type of king does Malcolm say he would be? Why?

10. How does Macduff respond?

11. How did Malcolm test Macduff?

12. What were the results of the test?

13. What news does Ross first deliver to Macduff?

14. How does the message change?

15. What plan is set into motion at the end of scene iii?

Act V Reading Questions

1. What is the goodwoman concerned about?

2. Describe three things Lady Macbeth does in front of them?

3. What type of help does the doctor say LM needs?

4. Which tree men are leading armies against Macbeth?

5. Where does Angus say these armies will meet?

6. Where is Macbeth and his men?

7. Why do Macbeth’s men still support him?

8. What’s Macbeth’s mood at the beginning of scene iii? Why?

9. How many men are marching toward Dunsinane Hill?

10. How does Macbeth describe his life?

11. What report does the doctor give Macbeth?

12. What’s his response, and what’s mainly concerned about?

13. What command does Malcolm give all his soldiers?

14. What first report does Macbeth receive?

15. What is Macbeth’s response?

16. What’s the second report?

17. What’s Macbeth’s response?

18. What surprise does Macduff have for Macbeth?

19. What happens to Macbeth?

20. What prophecy is never addressed? What are the ramifications?

