English 1-2 Poetry Project

Mr. McAvin

I-Project Descriptions

Each student will choose one poet and complete a three part report that contains the assignments listed below. All report assignments must be typed in point size 12 and presented in a folder with dividers for each assignment.
1. Biographical Informational Sheet

2. Literary Criticism
3. Analysis of poet’s work
4. An original Poem 
II-Assignment Requirements and Instructions

1. Biographical Informational Sheet 

Locate, read, and summarize information about your poet (in bullet form). Be specific, detailed, and thorough. Provide background information on your poet including:

· The time and place of his/her life

· Awards and interesting facts

· What and/or who influenced him/her to become a poet

· Your poet’s influence on other poets and his/her impact on the world

· A picture of your poet

2. Literary Criticism

Locate, read, and photocopy two different literary criticism articles about your poet and his/her work, preferably with two differing points of view of the poet and his/her works. After reading the articles, write a double-spaced report that:

· Explains where and when each review was written and that summarizes each critic’s main points.

· Includes your reaction to the reviews

· Evaluates the reviews themselves

3. Analysis of poet’s work

Analyze 3 poems from your poet that include the following requirements:
· You will need photocopies of your 3 poems in order to work on them in class. 

· On each poem include title, the author’s name, and date the poem was written. Number the lines of the poems in increments of five (5, 10, 15, etc.)

· Mark and/or highlight each poem for examples of diction, syntax, imagery, literary devices (metaphor, similes, personification, hyperbole, irony, symbols, etc.).

· For each poem, answer questions 1-5 along with five other questions that are relevant to your poem using the “Guide to Analysis of Poetry” handout.

· Answer the 10 questions in “question/answer format.” Do not respond in essay format.

· Attach each poem analysis to its poem (poem first) in order of most favorite to least favorite poem.
· In front of your favorite poem, write a paragraph that explains the poem’s appeal and a second paragraph that explains what you learned about your poet and your feelings about your poet and his/her work.
4. Your Original Poem

· Write a poem that is at least 14 lines long that is similar in content or style to a poem written by your chosen poet.

· Write a paragraph that summarizes your poem, and write one paragraph that explains how the poem is similar to one written by your poet.

