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Skills Worksheet

Active Reading

Section 19-2: Reducing Solid Waste – Page 488
Read the passage below and answer the questions that follow.

When most people think about recycling, they probably think of only the first step of bringing their bottles, cans, and newspapers to a recycling center or putting these things at the curb in specially marked containers. However, recycling actually involves a series of steps that must happen for recycling to work.

First, the discarded materials must be collected and sorted by type. Next, each type of material must be taken to a facility where it can be cleaned and made ready to be used again. For example, glass is sorted by color and is crushed, and paper is sorted by type and made into pulp with water. Then the materials are used to manufacture new products. Finally, the new products are sold to consumers. If more people buy products made from recycled materials, there will be an increase in the demand for these products. This demand encourages manufacturers to build facilities to make recycled products. When such facilities are built, it becomes easier for communities to sell the materials they collect from residents for recycling.

IDENTIFYING MAIN IDEAS

One reading skill is the ability to identify the main idea of a passage. The main idea is the main focus or key idea. Frequently, a main idea is accompanied by supporting information that offers detailed facts about the main idea.

Read the following question and write the answer in the space provided.


1.
What types of products do people commonly recycle?

In the space provided, write the letter of the term or phrase that best completes each statement.



2.
Before glass is recycled, it is sorted by


a.
size.
c.
type.


b.
shape.
d.
color.


3.
Which of the following is the first step of recycling?


a.
sorting materials by type


b.
cleaning and preparing materials


c.
taking bottles, cans, and newspapers to a recycling center


d.
using recycled materials to make new products
Active Reading continued

SEQUENCING INFORMATION

One reading skill is the ability to sequence information, or to logically place items or events in the order in which they occur.

Beginning with step 1, write the four steps involved in recycling in the sequence in which they occur. Write each step in the space provided.


4.
Step 1: _________________________________________________________


5.
Step 2: _________________________________________________________


6.
Step 3: _________________________________________________________


7.
Step 4: _________________________________________________________

Read each question and write the answer in the space provided.


8.
What happens to discarded paper before it is used to make new products?


9.
What happens to discarded glass after it is sorted but before it is made into new products?

CAUSE AND EFFECT

One reading skill is the ability to recognize cause and effect.

Read each question and write the answer in the space provided.


10.
How might manufacturers react to increased demand for recycled products?


11.
What effect does an increase in the number of facilities that make recycled products have on communities?
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