Kaffir Boy Reading Guide

The Road to Alexandra
Comprehension Questions

   Answer questions on lined paper in complete sentences.  Write on one side of the paper only.
Chapters 1 -5  (pages 17 -64)
1. What do the words “kaffir” and “apartheid” mean?  

2. Why do you think the title of the book is Kaffir Boy?

3. What is the specific setting of the book? (country, town, year)

4. What is the caste system or class hierarchy as determined by numbered streets?

5. Where do the narrator’s parent’s come from?  Why is this important in the story?

6. Who are the Peri-Urban?  

7. Why does Johannes’ mother leave the children alone?

8. What is the importance of the passbook?

9. Name the members of the narrator’s family and their ages.
10. What happens to the children when the mother leaves?

11. How do the Peri-Urban treat Johannes’ father?

12. Describe each day in a typical week in the narrator’s village.

13. Describe Johannes’ father.

14. What is Number Four?

15. Why does Johannes get punished?
Kaffir Boy Chapters 6-7  (pages 64 – 90)  January 27
1. Johannes father was arrested in chapter 6 for the “worst crime” a black man could commit.  What was his crime?

2. What is a pass and who has to have one?

3. What did “eviction” and “endorsement” mean to the family?

4. How was Christmas celebrated in the township and by Johannes’ family?

5. What suspicions does Johannes have of his mother’s “bloated” stomach when he doesn’t have enough to eat?

6. When the family needs money for food and rent, why don’t they move in with Granny?

7. In order to keep the family from starving, what does the family do?  What are some specific useful items they find in this place?

8. How long was Johannes’ father in prison and how has he changed?
9. Who is the newest member of the family?

Kaffir Boy

Ch. 8-11 (pages 91 – 126)
1. Describe the tsotsis.
2. Describe Johannes’ first experience in the movie theater.

3. What are Johannes’ impressions of white people?

4. How did the evangelists offend Johannes’ family?

5. What is the one thing that gives Johannes solace in his life?  Why is this a comfort for him?
6. What is the “tough choice” Johannes has to make?  What does this demonstrate about his values?

7. Why does he decide not to tell anyone about this experience?  What eventually happens to the boys at this event?

8. What is one thing on which both Johannes’s parents agreed?  What is the source of all the problems that they are having?

9. What happens to Johannes’ mother?  What decision does she make for the family?  Why does she do this?
Kaffir Boy Chapters 12 – 14 (pg. 127 -139)
1. What kind of stories and riddles does Johannes’s mother teach her children?

2. What are two lessons that the author learns from the stories his mother tells?

3. What medicine did the family use to treat burns?

4. During the winter months, what was the number one killer of black people?

5. In chapter 14, what is the method of sewage removal?

6. What punishment does Johannes get for bad behavior in chapter 14 and what does he learn?

Kaffir Boy Chapters 15 -17 (pg. 140 – 160)
1. Where does Johannes go with his father?  How do they get there?

2. Who does Jackson visit first and why?

3. What does Johannes think his father will do to him on this visit and how does he feel about it?

4. What happens on the visit to the witch doctor?

5. What happened to all the men in chapter 15?

6. Identify all the members of the Mathabane family by name and age in chapter 16.

7. Where does the family move in chapter 16 and why?

8. Where do the children play in chapter 16?

9. In chapter 17 what is the voodoo story his mother tells him?
Kaffir Boy Chapters 18-20 (pages 161 – 188)
1. What kind of life does Johannes think he will lead as a black man in South Africa?

2. What are some of the voodoo superstitions that Johannes believes when he is five?

3. At age seven what does Johannes think about his father’s beliefs?

4. What are the sleeping arrangements in the home in chapter 19 and why?

5. Describe Granny’s appearance and work.

6. What happens to Uncle Piet, and what does the family do about it?

7. In chapter 20 why does Johannes have to get up at 4 a.m.? 

8. What frightening sight makes Johannes scream in chapter 20?

9. What papers does Mama need from the clinic and why won’t they give them to her?

10. What does Mama teach Johannes about white people at the end of chapter 20?
Characters
  As you read take notes on these people.
Mark Mathabane or Johannes
Mama

Florah, George, Maria, Merriam, Dinah, Linah
Papa Jackson
Uncle Pietrus

Aunt Bush
Granny Mujaji/ Mrs. Mabaso
Scaramouche
Wilfred Horn
Andre Zietsman
Stan Smith
Arthur Ashe

Clyde Smith

Stan Smith

Nelson Mandela
Mphandlani

Peri Urban

Mr. Wilde 

Kaffir Boy vocabulary –Take notes on how these words are used in the book.
1.  ablution




2.  acute

3.  ambivalent

4.  anachronism


5.  apartheid 

6.  blaspheming

7.  bloated

8.  clandestinely

9.  emulating
10.  eviction
11.  feign
12. gamut
13.   imminent
14.  kraal
15.  matriarch

16.  metamorphosis 

17.  miscegenation
18.  mulatto
19.  oracle
20.  penance 

21.  proselytize
22.  sage 

23.  sot
24.  tantamount




25.  veld  



Thursday, January 27 - 
Chapters 6-7

64-90
Friday, January 28 -

Chapters 8-11

91 – 126  
Tuesday, February 1 -
Chapters 12-14
127 - 139
Wednesday, February 2 -
Chapters 15-17
140 - 160
Thursday, February 3

Chapters 18-20
161 - 188
Friday, February 4-

Chapters 21- 54  Finish as homework by February 11
Begin writing sonnets in class on Monday.  Bring your textbook.

