First Semester Final Review Guide
English 4H—2009
Beowulf

Comprehension
· Who is the Almighty?
· Who/what is Herot?

· How long had Grendel been terrorizing the Danes?

· Who is Healfdane’s son?
· Who is Wulfgar?
· Who is Edgetho?
· What did Hrothgar buy for Beowulf’s father?
· Who is the “shepherd of evil” and “guardian of crime”?

· Why does Beowulf display Grendel’s arm, claw, and shoulder in the mead hall?
· Why does Grendel’s mom take his claw from the mead hall?
· Why is Grendel’s mother fiercer than Grendel?

· What is Beowulf’s sword’s name?

· What is the name of the other famous sword in literature?

· Why does Beowulf cut off Grendel’s head when he is obviously dead?
· What other famous biblical story has a giant and a small person (in this case, a boy)?
· Who is Wiglaf?
· Who/what is “fire-spitting terror”?
· What happens to the treasure that the dragon was guarding?
· What is the name of the long struggle between England and France that began in 1337, during the reign of Edward III?

Chaucer and The Canterbury Tales

Comprehension
· Why are the characters going on the pilgrimage?
· What is the season for this pilgrimage?
· Who is the first character described by the narrator in the Prologue?
· Who is the second?
· What is a Yeoman?
· What kind of lifestyle does the Monk have?
· What is a Sergeant at the Law?
· What does the Wife of Bath look like?
· Who is the last character described in the Prologue?

· The Wife of Bath has married how many men?
· Of these husbands, how many were young men?
· The Wife of Bath tore a page out of her husband’s book and he hit her.  What was the subject matter on this page?
· What is the theme of the Wife of Bath’s Tale?
· What did the knight do in the Wife of Bath’s Tale that got him into trouble?
· What is the question that the knight must have answered in one year?
· What is the answer to this question?

Sir Gawain and the Green Knight:  Decide whether each statement is True or False.

1. The Green Knight will allow a knight to strike him on the neck with an ax and will return the blow in a year and a day.

2. The Green Knight raises his ax three times over Gawain’s neck for each time the Green Knight’s wife has tempted Gawain.

3. Gawain is innately brave.

4. Gawain feels obligated to defend the honor of the Round Table.
5. Gawain is too proud to accept the Green Knight’s challenge.

Macbeth

Quote Identifications:  Match the citation with the character who said the following lines.
· “Fair is foul and foul is fair.”

· “But ‘tis strange/And oftentimes, to win us to our harm,/The instruments of darkness tell us truths…”

· “If chance will have me king, why chance may crown me/without my stir.”

· “Despair thy charm,/And let the angel whom thou still hast served/Tell thee, Macduff was from his mother’s womb/Untimely ripped.”

· “We fail?/But screw your courage to the sticking-place,/And we’ll not fail.”

· “Stars, hide your fires,/Let not light see my black and deep desires…”

· “There’s no art/To find the mind’s construction in the face.”

· “I have given such and know/How tender ‘tis to love the babe that milks me:/I would, while it was smiling in my face,/Have plucked my nipple from his boneless gums/And dashed the brains out…”

· “Double, double toil and trouble,/Fire burn, and cauldron bubble.”

· “But fear not yet/To take upon you what is yours…”

· “Out, out, brief candle,/Life’s but a walking shadow, a poor player,/That struts and frets his hour upon the stage/And then is heard no more.  It is a tale/Told by an idiot, full of sound and fury/Signifying nothing.”

· “Tyrant, show thy face!/If thou be’st slain, and with no stroke of mine,/My wife and children’s ghosts will haunt me still…”

· “I have done no harm.  But I remember now/I am in this earthly world where to do harm/Is often laudable, to do good sometime Accounted dangerous folly.”

· “He bade me, from him, call thee Thane of Cawdor:/In which addition, hail most worthy thane,…”

· “The love/That follows us sometime is our trouble,/Which we still thank as love…”

Pride and Prejudice
Characterization of both major and minor characters

Plot 

Settings

Etiquette and social manners

Themes such as pride and prejudice

Satire

Issue and importance of money/class

 Vocabulary

From Macbeth:
chastise

oracle


covet

benediction

abhor

recompense

pernicious

posterity
avarice


purgative

From Pride and Prejudice:
contrivance

benevolence

solicitude
indolent

 
impertinence




mirth


paltry


efficacy

odious


laudable

Sonnets

The structure, rhyme scheme, and other identifying qualities of the three types of sonnets: English, Spenserian, and Petrarchan.

Grammar

Complete Subjects and Predicates

Simple Subjects and Predicates

Direct Objects

Prepositional Phrases

Passive and Active Voice

Subject/Verb Agreement

Parallelism (recognizing parallel structure and correcting faulty parallelism)

Essay Topic Choices: Please note that these are DIFFERENT from the study guide. I changed my mind. 
You will prepare a pre-write IN CLASS on TUESDAY, Jan. 12. Bring your novel and notebook that day. You will only be able to use that prepared pre-write on the day of the final to write the complete essay. You CANNOT bring in a written draft of the essay on the day of the final. The essay must be written in class. Of course you can think about and plan the essay before then. Minimum of 4 paragraphs is expected. Quoted CDs are needed. 
A. Privilege and responsibility are linked in Pride and Prejudice.  Explain and discuss this linkage.  Does it still exist in our own times?  Use text for support.

B. Judging by the marriages described in Pride and Prejudice, what do you think was Jane Austen’s opinion of marriage?  Did she see it as a source of happiness?  Unhappiness?  Was it a blessing, or a necessary evil?  Need text for support.

C. 
Some readers interpret Pride and Prejudice as a feminist novel.  Can you make an argument for this interpretation?  Need 
text for support.
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