Introduction to Classical Mythology

Read pages 13-23 in Edith Hamilton’s Mythology. Complete the answers to the following questions in complete sentences. You may type in your answers in the spaces between the questions and print out this paper. 

1. In earlier times, “the imagination was vividly alive and not checked by reason.” But the imagination of primitive beings differed from the imagination of the Greeks. Explain this difference between primitive and classical mythology.

2. Specifically, how did the gods of Greece differ from the gods of Egypt or Mesopotamia?

3. Edith Hamilton speaks of “the miracle of Greek mythology.” What does she mean?

4. What are some of the “dark spots” to which the author refers?

5. How does Edith Hamilton define or explain mythology?

6. How does the author explain the different views of the same god?

