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Chapter Reading Journal

You will be required to complete a reading journal for each chapter. This journal can be written in a composition style notebook or regular lined paper. Each entry MUST include the date (chronological order), chapter, pages read, and personal response. The personal response must be a minimum of five sentences for credit. The journals will be randomly collected and stamped for credit. (5 point per chapter)
Chapter Quotation Journal

For each chapter you will select two quotes that are significant to both plot and character development. Each selected quote must have the copied quote, person saying the quote, to whom it was said, and a 2-3 sentence description of it’s relevance. The quotes should be entered directly after each Chapter Reading Journal entry. (5 points per chapter)
Holden Speak
Here is a list of some of the words Holden uses in The Catcher in the Rye

1. lousy  = not nice
2. touchy = sensitive 
3. crumby = dirty, not well-kept
4. very big deal = important, significant
5. dough = money
6. It killed me = impressed with
7. flunk = fail 
8. stiff = dead body
9. madman = crazy person
10. moron = stupid, idiot
11. strictly for the birds = of no interest
12. hot-shot = important person
13. kick out of it = excited by something
14. corny = not cool, old-fashioned
Chapter Study Guides
Chapter 1


1. What does Holden say that the story will not cover? (1) _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


2. What does Holden mean when he says that his brother D.B. is out in Hollywood “being a prostitute” (2)? _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


3. Where is Holden as the story begins? (1) _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


4. What is Pencey Prep, and why does Holden dislike it? (2) _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


5. How did Holden let the fencing team down? (3) _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


6. Why was Holden being kicked out of Pencey Prep? (4) _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


7. What kind of health does Holden appear to be in? (5) _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Chapter 2 


1. Who is Mr. Spencer and why does Holden visit him? (8) _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


2. What does Spencer do that particularly annoyed Holden? (10)

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 

3. What can you infer about Holden’s character through his note to Mr. Spencer? (12)

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


4. What does Holden give us as the reason for “leaving” Elkton Hills? (13) _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


5. What is Holden wondering about in terms of the ducks? (13)
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Chapter 3

1. What does Holden say he is “terrific” at? (16) _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. What does Holden mean when he says, “I’m quite illiterate, but I read a lot?”  Give examples of what he reads. (18) _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


3. Who is Ackley?  Describe him. (19) _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


4. What does Ackley do that annoys Holden? (22) _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. Who is Stradlater? What do Holden and Ackley think of him? (23-24)

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Chapter 4
1. In what way was Stradlater a “secret slob”? (27)

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. What does Stradlater want Holden to do? (28)

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Who is Stradlater’s date? (31)

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. How does Holden know Stradlater’s date? (31)

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. What did Stradlater’s date do that seems to have stuck with Holden? (32)

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Chapter 5
1. What did the Saturday meal consist of? (35)

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


2. How does Ackley react to Holden’s invitation to go to the movies? (36)

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


3. Why does Holden choose to not throw the snowball at the car? (36)

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


4. Why does Holden dislike seeing movies with Brossard and Ackley? (37)

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. What does Holden write the composition about? (38)

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. What are some details that Holden uses to describe the object of the composition? (38)

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


7. Who is Allie and what happened to him? (38)

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
8. In what ways are Holden and Allie different? (38)

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


9. Why was Holden “psychoanalyzed”? (39)

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


10. Why does Holden feel sorry for Ackley? (39) 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Chapter 6
1. What does Stradlater criticize Holden for? (41)

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Why is Holden so concerned about what happened with Jane Gallagher and Stradlater? What does this possibly reveal about Holden? (42)

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. What do Holden and Stradlater fight over?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. What does Holden put on after the fight? Have we seen him put this on before? (45)

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Chapter 7
1. Holden decides to go visit Ackley.  How is he received by Ackley?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


2. What is Holden thinking about while lying in bed? (49)

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Why doesn’t Holden want to stay at Pencey any more? (50-51)

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Where does Holden then decide to go? (51)
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. What is his final goodbye to Pencey Prep?
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. Why do you think Holden was crying as he left? _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Chapter 8
1. What does Holden think of Mrs. Morrow? 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


2. What are some of the lies Holden tells Mrs. Morrow? 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


3. Why do you think he tells her these things? 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. “But I wouldn’t visit…Morrow if for all the dough in the world, even if I was desperate” (58).  Desperate for what?  Is Holden desperate? 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Chapter 9
1. Sally Hayes’ mother says that Holden “was wild and that [he] had no direction in life” (59).  Would you agree? Why? 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


2. The cab driver thinks Holden is kind of crazy for asking him a certain question.  What is this question?  Is it a question that he has been concerned with before? 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


3. What’s so terrible about the bellboy? (61) What does this reveal about Holden’s character? 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


4. What kind of person is Faith Cavendish? (66) 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


5. Holden calls other people phony.  Does he count as one sometimes as well? 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Chapter 10
1. Who is Phoebe and what does she look like? (67)

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. What does Holden think of Phoebe?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. What are some of the movies that Holden has seen with Phoebe? (67)

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Who is Hazel Weatherfield? (68)

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. What evidence is there that shows us that Holden probably doesn't look as old as he says he looks?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Chapter 11
1. What is Holden worried about in terms of Jane and Stradlater? Why? What does this reveal about his Holden’s character?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


2. How does Holden describe Jane? (77)

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


3. Who is the only person (outside of family) that Holden showed Allie’s baseball mitt to? (77)

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


4. How did Holden’s mother feel about Jane? (77-78)

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. What is Ernie’s? (80)
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Chapter 12
1. What makes New York “terrible” in Holden’s opinion? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Who is Horwitz?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. What do Holden and Horwitz talk about?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. What type of person does Holden say Horwitz is?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. What does Horwitz say would happen if “you was a fish”?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. How does the crowd react to Ernie?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
7. Who is Lillian Simmons and how does she know Holden? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. How does Holden view the “Navy guy” at Ernie’s?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9. Why does Holden leave early?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Chapter 13
1. What does Holden compare his experiences in the taxicabs to?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


2. What does Holden say he would have done if he knew who stole his gloves?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


3. What did Holden do as a child that drove his mother crazy?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


4. What happens to Holden in the elevator at the hotel?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


5. What does Holden say is the “trouble with him” compared to other guys?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


6. What does Sunny say that Holden says sounds like “a real kid”?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. What does Holden want to do with Sunny once she is there?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Chapter 14
1. Who does Holden talk to after Sunny leaves?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Who does Holden dislike from the Bible?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. What do Maurice and Sunny want from Holden?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. What was Holden wearing when Maurice and Sunny came to his door?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. Describe how Holden pictures the encounter with Maurice versus how it actually happened.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Chapter 15
1. Who does Holden think about calling? Why doesn’t he call that person?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


2. Who does Holden call?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


3. Why can’t Holden go home yet?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


4. What does Holden say that he remembers about Romeo and Juliet? Did he like it?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. How does Holden feel about the nuns?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Chapter 16

1. Who does Holden like about the nuns?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. What does Holden want to buy for Phoebe?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Describe the kid that Holden sees walking in the street. Which song is he singing?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. What happens when Holden calls Jane?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. Where does Holden decide to go to after helping the girl in the park? Why does he go there?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. What does Holden say is the best thing about the museum? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Chapter 17
1. What does Holden feel like doing the minute he sees Sally?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


2. What are Holden and Sally going to see?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


3. Where does Sally want to go after the play?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


4. What does Holden ask Sally to do? How does she react?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Catcher in the Rye Chapter 18 Study Guide

1. Who does Holden call? What happens? (Remember, Holden calls more than one person.)

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


2. What does Holden think that Jesus would have really liked?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


3. What did Holden and Allie used to do?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


4. What does Holden think of the woman sitting near him?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. What does Holden say that he would do if another war broke out?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Chapter 19
1. Describe the Wicker Bar.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


2. Who is Carl Luce? What is he like?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


3. What does Luce seem to think of Holden?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


4. What does Luce’s father do?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


5. What does Luce think about the patterns of Holden’s mind?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Chapter 20
1. Who does Holden call? What does he tell them? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


2. What does Holden show the hat-check girl?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


3. What “terrible” thing happens when Holden gets to the park?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


4. Where does Holden go in the park?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. Where was Holden during Allie’s funeral?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. What does Holden say that he would like people to do to him when he dies?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Chapter 21
1. What is the “best break” that Holden has had in years?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


2. What does Phoebe say is her middle name? What is it really?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



3. What is the name of the play that Phoebe is in? Who is she portraying?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


4. What does Phoebe do with the record?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Chapter 22
1. Who does Holden say he has “right in his suitcase”? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


2. What does Holden give as his reason for leaving Pencey?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


3. What does Holden say Mr. Thurmer would do during Mr. Spencer’s classes?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


4. What does Holden say someone has to do to depress him?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. What does Phoebe ask Holden to tell her? What does Holden think about? How does Holden respond?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. What does Holden say that he would like to be?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Chapter 23
1. Who does Holden call?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


2. What do Phoebe and Holden do?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



3. What did Phoebe learn from Alice Homborg?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


4. What does Holden give to Phoebe?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Chapter 24

1. Why did Holden fail his speech class?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. How does Holden feel physically while he talks to Mr. Antolini?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. What does Holden say about him hating people, such as Ackley and Stradlater?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. What does Antolini's quote mean, "The mark of the immature man is that he wants to die nobly for a cause, while the mark of the mature man is that he wants to live humbly for one"?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. How does Antolini upset and scare Holden?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Chapter 24

1. Later, after he has had time to think about it, what does Holden think about Antolini?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Why does the article on hormones upset Holden?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. What strange feeling does Holden start to have when he steps off of curbs?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Why does he keep repeating, "Allie, don't let me disappear"?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. What does Holden decide he must do next? Where does he first go?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. With all the bad language that Holden uses, why was he so upset that curse words were written on a school wall?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
7. How does Holden treat the two small boys in the museum?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
8. Why is it so important to Holden that Phoebe not be mad at him? Relate this to his past, and Allie.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
9. What does Holden mean when he states, "The thing with kids is, if they want to grab for the gold ring, you have to let them do it, and not say anything. If they fall off, they fall off, but it's bad if you say anything to them"?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
10. What is the carrousel symbolic of?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Chapter 25

1. At the conclusion, where is Holden?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. What was the past relationship like between Holden and Jane?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Chapter 26

1. What does Holden mean when he says, “Don’t ever tell anybody anything. If you do, you start missing everybody.”?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
15. phony = hypocrite, two-faced�16. got the ax = thrown out�17. get a bang = excited by something�18. shoot the bull = telling lies, small talk�19. chucked = threw�20. knocks me out = affected by something�21. swanky = very nice, fancy�22. racket = loud noise, commotion�23. made a stink = got upset�24. it stinks = it’s not nice, it’s not good�25. swell = good, nice�26. horse around = play, fool around�27. drove me crazy = got me angry�28. a buzz = phone call














