Existentialism and the Absurd:  Making Meaning

After reading Camus’ novel The Stanger, Sartre’s No Exit, Beckett’s Waiting for Godot, and Pirandello’s  Sic Characters in Search of an Author, your group task it to reexamine three of the four works (your choice), and determine what each suggests about what it is like to exit as a human in the world.  

Once your group has crafted a thesis/claim for each selected work, find 3-4 pieces of textual evidence from each to support your conclusion.  For each piece of evidence, include a brief description of its context (which character(s) is involved and what is going on in the novel/play at the time), and write a brief 3-4 line explanation of its connection to your group’s thesis/claim. Format your analyses like the example below:
Title or work and author

Thesis/Claim

Textual Evidence #1
Context
Shortly after they burst onto the stage and interrupt the rehearsal of a different play, the father attempts to convey the frustration he feels regarding human communication and tells the Director:

But that’s the whole root of the evil. Words. Each of us has, inside him, a world of things-to everyone, his world of things.  And how can we understand each other, sir, if in the words I speak, I put the sense and value of things as they are inside me, whereas the man who hears them inevitably receives them in the sense and value of the world inside him? We think we understand each other but we never do (22).

Explanation
This example relates to the idea thesis for the work because explanation of connection.

Textual evidence and explanation #2

Textual evidence and explanation #3
Textual evidence and explanation #4

Once your group has completed the above work, put your heads together and come up with a creative way to present your findings to the class. You presentation may convey or demonstrate the meaning of each work abstractly or concretely. Selected textual evidence will not be directly shared with the class, but instead will be turned in to me as a part of your group’s presentation grade.  Presentations should be 5-7 minutes in length; all group members are expected to participate.  

Presentation ideas include:

-a great minds dialogue between authors, characters, esteemed literary critics, public figures;

-an original movie;
-an interactive presentation with audience participation;

-a poetry slam or reading;

-original art with explanations (mural or individual pieces for each work);

-a series of skits;

-a lecture presented in academic language and tone;

--a collage (series of small ones or one large);

-an original musical interpretation or series of musical interpretations (presented live or recorded);
-a three-dimensional piece or pieces (mobile, sculpture…);
-a Powerpoint or Prezi

All groups will turn in a brief description of creative for approval.

Description of group creative and explanation of what each group member is responsible for:  Friday, 5/17
Thesis/claim and evidence due in typed form: Tuesday, May 28
Presentations: Tuesday, May 28, Wednesday, May 29, Thursday, May 30 and Friday, May 31.
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