English II Honors
Summer 2011 Assignment

Over the course of the summer you will read works of literature and view films that deal with people struggling to live and love against the backdrop of war.  The plots range from the surreal to the romanticized to the grimly realistic. You are required to obtain and read both of the following novels:

· The Things They Carried  by Tim O’Brien (ISBN: 978-0-7679-0289-2)
· Slaughterhouse Five by Kurt Vonnegut (ISBN: 0-440-18029-5)
Please read these books thoughtfully and thoroughly.  We recommend you buy the books so that you can annotate in them (Borders, Barnes & Noble, Amazon.com, and used book stores all stock these books for about $5.00 to $8.00 each).  If you choose instead to check them out from the public library, make sure that you have them available for your use during the first few weeks of school.  

Do NOT wait until the last moment or you may find it difficult to procure the books you need.  
Assignment: Reading Journal

While reading each novel, we require you to keep a Reader’s Journal.  This can be a composition book or a spiral notebook -- you can use one journal to respond to both texts.   

Use your journal to interact with the text.  That means that you will read a section of the text, and then pause to think about it and write your thoughts.  Your entries should include the following: quotations that appeal to you, along with your own commentary; drawings of images that seem important to you as you read; and other ideas, questions, comments, interpretations, guesses, predictions, reflections, and challenges – any responses you have to the book you are reading.  This journal must be hand-written, not typed.

Each entry you make in your reader’s journal should include the date and the pages you have read since your last entry (pages ___ to ___).    Please see the sample entry on the back of this page.

The more insightful your analysis, the better you will understand these novels, and the higher your grade will likely be on your summer reading tests and essays.  The journals are due the first full week of school, and you will take a test and a write an essay on these two novels at that time.  We may permit students to use their journals on these tests – that decision is up to the teacher at the beginning of the year.  

Keep your reader’s journal with you while you are reading.  You can stop at any time to write.  You may want to pause several times during your reading time to capture your thoughts while they are fresh in your mind, or you may want to read without interruption and write when you come to a stopping point, such as the end of a chapter.

As you complete your summer reading assignment, focus on three themes:
· Acceptance of (or numbness toward) death 

· The ugliness of war contrasted with love, nature, beauty and innocence

· Courage versus the fear of shame (Which is the more powerful motivator?)


Reader’s 

Journal

Example: 



*Notice how the student interacts with the text.  That is our goal for you with these journals. Have fun   

  with this assignment!

In addition to your reading, you must view one of the following films.  Because these films address the subject of war, many are rated R, however we have also included several PG rated movies so that you have a choice.  Please get parental permission and guidance prior to viewing any rated R movie.
· Behind Enemy Lines (PG-13)

· Black Hawk Down (R)

· The Bridge on the River Kwai (PG)

· Gallipoli (PG)

· The Longest Day (PG)

· The Patriot (R)

· Patton (PG)

· Platoon (R)

· Saving Private Ryan (R)

· The Thin Red Line (R)

You will also need to write two to three paragraphs about the film you viewed to include in your journal.  You should briefly summarize the film and relate it to our focus themes along with appropriate analysis.

IMPORTANT: Do not wait until the last minute to complete this assignment! You risk starting the year with an “F” if you fail to pass the summer reading exam and/or do not turn in your journal.  ALSO: The work in your Reader’s Journal must be your OWN.  We are aware of many “cheating sites” on the internet that may be tempting- we are aware of the material on these sites and will be able to tell if the work is not your own.  Unfortunately, sometimes students also think that it is okay to copy off one another, but it is not.  

Plagiarism of any kind will not be tolerated.

If you have any questions, please contact ________________________________________________. We may not check email every day, so please be patient. Don’t wait until the last minute to email your questions! 
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So far this book seems peculiar. Why does the bird say, “Poo-tee-tweet”? That seems important since it was repeated over and over. It seems like the idea that Billy is “unstuck in time” is supposed to help me understand this book. They mentioned it twice in just one chapter… which makes me think it’s important. The order of the story jumps around a lot… I wonder if this is something that’s really happening or if this is part of the point of the novel. There’s aliens on a planet called Tralfamadore… that can’t be real, can it? 





Why did it seem like Billy didn’t want to be rescued while in the war? Wouldn’t someone want to be rescued? I wonder if this tells us about his state of mind… he definitely seems kind of weird. This might be true since people who go to war sometimes lose their mind. I think it’s called post-traumatic stress disorder. So maybe that’s what is happening. 





What is Vonnegut trying to say through this novel? 








“So it goes…”





Is all of this really happening in reality? Or is it just in Billy’s mind?  














