To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee                                                                 
Cornell Notes for Chapters 8 and 9


1. For the very first time since 1885, what happens in Maycomb, Alabama?
2. The children build a snowman in their front yard. Of whom is this snowman a portrait (or charicature)?
What does Atticus say when he sees the snowman? Does he make them change it?

3. “’Jem, I ain’t ever heard of a nigger snowman,’ I said” (66).

Is Scout a racist? 
Explain your answer.

4. Whose house catches on fire and starts to burn?

5. Where are Jem and Scout during the fire?
6. “I looked down and found myself clutching a brown woolen blanket I was wearing around my shoulders, squaw fashion” (71).  

Why is this passage so significant?

7. Why does Scout want to fight Cecil Jacobs?
8. Why does Scout punch her cousin Francis in the mouth?

9. Why does Scout suddenly start swearing a lot? 


10. Review: What is the name of Atticus’ brother? What does he do for a living?




11. Review: What is the name of Atticus’ sister?
Where does she live?


12. “’Simply because we were licked a hundred years before we started is no reason for us not to try to win,’ Atticus said” (76).

What is Atticus trying to explain to his daughter?

13. “’Grandma says it’s bad enough that he lets you all run wild, but now he’s turned out a nigger-lover we’ll never be abe to walk the streets of Maycomb agin. He’s ruinin’ the family, that’s what he’s doin’’” (83).

What do Francis’ words reveal about what Aunt Alexndra thinks about her brother’s decision to defend Tom Robinson? What is Aunt Alexandra afraid of?
Summary: Atticus has been assigned a case by Judge John Taylor. Atticus has been asked to defend who? What is the charge? Why is this court case causing such trouble for Scout? (Why is everyone insulting her father, Atticus?)
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