(9th) Lesson 6: Reading Comprehension ~ Informational Materials
Directions: Read the passage. Then answer the questions on the following page.

Sylvia Earle spent much of her childhood exploring the wilderness surrounding her family’s farm in New Jersey. At a very young age, she developed a keen interest in plants and animals—an interest that was greatly encouraged by Earle’s parents.

When Earle was a teenager, her parents moved their family to Clearwater, Florida, a city situated on the Gulf of Mexico. Intrigued by her new surroundings, Earle began soaking up all of the information she could about coastal plants and animals. Earle’s interest in learning carried over into her schoolwork as well, enabling her to win a scholarship to Florida State University.

While attending Florida State, Earle learned how to scuba dive and began exploring marine wildlife and vegetation. She became especially interested in underwater plant life. After graduating from Florida State in 1955, Earle continued her education at Duke University, where she earned a master’s degree in botany. She later earned a doctorate at Duke in 1966.

The vast number of Sylvia Earle’s accomplishments since her college years is astonishing. In 1970, Earle led an all-woman expedition team on a deep-sea mission. Earle and her four crewmates staffed an underwater vehicle, and lived fifty feet below the ocean’s surface for two weeks. This project was called Tektite II. In 1979, Earle stunned the world by diving 1,250 feet under the ocean’s surface and exploring the sea floor on foot for over two hours. It was the first time any man or woman had performed such a feat. Several years later, Earle opened her own companies, Deep Ocean Engineering and Deep Ocean Technologies, which created vehicles that could travel to unprecedented ocean depths. Much of what we know about the deep sea today is due to the brilliance, bravery, and determination of Sylvia Earle.

1.  Which of the following statements about Sylvia Earle is probably true? 

A.
She has great respect for 
education.
B.
She has no interest in plants and animals on land.

C.
She misses living on the family 
farm.

D.
She is the only person who has ever dove 1,250 feet under the ocean’s surface.


2.  The author says that Earle began soaking up information about coastal plants and animals. What does soaking up mean in this context?

J.
forgetting 

K.
recording

L.
learning
M.
profiting from

3.  A student gathered the following sources from a library. In which source would the student be most likely to find information about advancements in the technology of deep-sea diving?

A.
Danbury, Gloria. Unknown Depths: Deep-Sea Diving in the 21st Century and Beyond. Darwin Press. San Francisco. 2001.
B.
South Pacific Anemone. James Thune. Natural Wonder. Au ‘00

C.
Digital Photography in the Murky Deep. R.A. Kelking. Tech Century. 4:2 F ‘01

D.
The Life and Times of Sylvia Earle. Maritime Review. 75:1 
Spring 1999.
4.  When did Earle first become interested in coastal plants and animals?

J.
when she lived on the farm

K.
when she attended Florida State University

L.
when she moved to Clearwater, 
Florida

M.
after she graduated from Duke 
University

5.  Choose the missing detail in the outline below.

I.  Earle attends Florida State University.

A.  She learns to scuba dive.

B.  She begins learning about coastal plants and animals.

C.  _____________________

II.  Earle’s accomplishments after college 

A.  She leads an all-woman diving expedition.

B.  She becomes the first person to explore the sea floor at 1,250 feet.
A.
She opens her own company.

B.
She becomes interested in underwater plant life.
C.
She wins a scholarship.

D.
She explores the Gulf of Mexico coastal area.

6.  Which of the following questions would be most likely to develop into a successful research paper?

J.
What year did Sylvia Earle graduate from high school?

K.
What books should someone read if they want to learn how to scuba dive?

L.
How many deep-sea divers are women?

M.
How have women involved in deep-sea diving contributed to the field?
7.  Why do you think Sylvia Earle decided to start her own companies?

A.
She wanted to increase her income.

B.
She wanted to prove that a woman could run a business.

C.
She was tired of being a deep-sea 
diver.

D.
She wanted to promote deep-sea exploration.
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