Independent Reading Journals
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As we wrap up the year, you will be reading novels of your choice independently.  During Readers’ Workshop, you will be reading “just right” Independent Reading books, but please plan on reading at home as well.  

In order for me to communicate with you individually about the novels you are reading, you will be completing activities in an Independent Reading Journal.  On most days, we will begin with a mini-lesson designed to familiarize you with terms and devices that you will be frequently using in English next year (especially in AP). You will then have 20-30 minutes to read independently, looking for examples from the mini-lesson. Toward the end of class, you will be journaling about your reading that day. IN ORDER TO BE SUCESSFUL WITH THIS UNIT, YOU MUST HAVE YOUR BOOK WITH YOU EVERYDAY! Not having your book will cause you to lose points for the day.


Some days, while you read, I will collect and comment on your journals.  This journal should help us communicate about all of the independent reading you will be doing.  There is not a minimum number of books that you must read, as long as you are (at least) reading in class each day.

Your independent reading journal will have two sections: mini-lessons and prompts. The mini-lesson section will be comprised of class notes and examples you find in your own books. The prompts section will contain your responses to daily writing prompts (some assigned and some self-selected). Each response should be about 7-10 sentences. I will show you models in class of how to organize each of these sections. 
Your grade for this unit will be based on four criteria:
1. Daily participation – having your book EVERYDAY and reading EVERYDAY

2. Independent Reading Journals

3. Book Talk(s)

4. Book Trailer (this will be a final project….more info to come)










