Chapter 15 reading #2   pages 492-502

1. Analyze the validity of this statement:  The Thirty Years' War was in part a German religious war and in part a German civil war fought over constitutional issues in the Holy Roman Empire. 

2. How did European rivalries and ambitions become linked to the conflict within Germany in the late 16c and early 17c? 

3. Create a CHART that briefly identify each stage of the Thirty Years' War -->  What were the key issues? -- The results of each phase? -- The winners? -- The losers? 

4. What were the social, political, economic, and religious reasons behind the uniqueness of the United Provinces in Europe? 

5. How was the small area of the United Provinces able to defend itself against Spain?  What explains its rapid economic and cultural success? 

6. Why was Sweden able to rise from a second-rate power to a position of dominance in the Baltic during the 17c? 

7. Identify the major provisions of the Treaty of Westphalia in the following areas by creating another CHART:  the religious settlement, territorial changes, and political/diplomatic changes. 

8. How did the Peace of Westphalia mark the advent in international law of the modern system of independent sovereign states? 

9. Why have some historians labeled the Thirty Years' War the "last of the religious wars", while others have called it the "first modern war"?  Which is the more accurate assessment?  Why? 

10. What was the military revolution which resulted from the Thirty Years' War?  What effect did it have on warfare in the 16c and 17c? 

11. What were some of the population trends and changes that occurred in Europe during the 17c?  How do you explain these population patterns/ 

