
Curriculum & Instruction Committee Mtg Minutes.  10/14/14
submitted by Lisa Cheby

Present: 
Wes McBride (chair)
Paul McGlothin
Daniel Kam 
Holly Advul,
Lisa Cheby
Miriam Adler 

1.  Discussed time and meetings.  Some told the chair they  wanted a morning meeting, 
but since most teachers seem to start getting ready for class at 7:30, that seems a bit 
difficult.   There was discussion of having subcommittees working on specific tasks and 
so the question of whether we need to meet as a whole came up as long as they report 
minutes to the committee as a whole.  It was noted we should all meet to decide on 
these tasks smaller groups may work on.   Next it was suggested we have a set time, 
like the Tuesday before Governance meets.  Also a Tuesday morning meeting was 
suggested since we have PD, so could meet 7:15-7:50.  Some said they could not make 
it here that early.  Finally it was suggested that we send out a poll with various meeting 
times and see when we could get the greatest number to meet.   

2. Our first project we want to tackle is the Course Catalog Project:  
2.1. Current catalog that is online is agreed to be extremely out of date both 

for the school and the district, listing incorrect descriptions and courses that are 
not offered here.    

2.2. This project requires us to gather course descriptions and offered courses 
from each department. 

2.3. It also requires us to gather course of study programs from special 
programs on campus (Magnets, Humanitas, Sports, etc) as well as general 
recommended course progressions for the overall school. 

3. Recommended Proposals for Governance Council 
3.1. Motion 1:  Take down courses catalog on website immediately as it is 

misleading for students, parents, and prospective students.  
3.2. Motion 2:  All departments provide updated course descriptions for all 

courses offered.   
3.3. Motion 3:   Specialized programs provide course of study programs  

showing progression of specialized classes needed for completion of the 
program and graduation.  (These include any program that requires students to 
take courses in a specific order or progression, such as the Multimedia Magnet, 
the VAPA Magnet, Humanitas, JROTC, Specialized Athletic courses,  and 
Special Education programs) .   

4. Wes, as chair and member of Governance, will present the two motions above at the 
next Governance Council Meeting.  



5. Once we get the information from the motions, we will evaluate how to organize and 
make the information  publically accessible to parents, students, teachers, and staff as 
well as potential community members.   (Secretary note:  and how to keep it up-to-date?
) 

6. The suggestion was also made for a 4th motion regarding getting Magnet courses up to 
code for the sections of Ed Code 58500  that refer to co-located magnets.   This motion 
would require the school to adhere to these codes in creating the master schedule and 
would require the APSCS and the Magnet Coordinator work in close coordination to 
make sure the VHHS and the magnet programs are in compliance.   

7. Wes will write motions #1-3 (see point 3 above).  Paul will write motion #4  (see point 6 
above). 

8. Other future projects committee may want to consider that falls under curriculum & 
instruction: : 

8.1. IMA decisions and how they impact curriculum & instruction
8.1.1. Can claim this is a curricular issue not a budget issue since 

certain instructional materials are mandated by law and should be 
priority for spending over discretionary projects.   i.e. science needs 
more equipment and supplies to be in compliance with CCSS and these 
materials are mandated the same as textbooks are.   

8.1.2. Perhaps these budget needs should go to Governance directly 
since they are mandated?  

8.2. Common Core Implementation: How is this happening? What do 
departments/faculty students need? 

8.3. Turn-it-in:  Does the committee want to support this?  What about 
technology support and access for students?  

8.3.1. Do we need a Technology Subcommittee?  


