Westerberg, English 5-6 H

THE SCARLET LETTER

Period 6 Study Guide

Directions: Be prepared to respond to four or five of the following prompts. You may mark your books and take notes on this form, but you may not write full responses until the day of the exam. Support your answers with textual detail whenever possible. 
APPLICATION

· Read the article “Indiana rep. Mark Souder…” at http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/05/18/AR2010051803059.html. 
Apply how Souder’s hypocrisy to characters and/or events in Hawthorne’s novel. Should Souder’s personal life be exposed to the public or in any way affect his political career? What might Hawthorne’s opinion be? Draw upon textual details.
· Read the article “California tells…” at 

http://news.yahoo.com/blogs/lookout/california-tells-high-school-color-coded-ids-based-140944053.html;_ylc=X3oDMTNuZnJ1aDMzBF9TAzIxNDM2ODQ3NjEEYWN0A21haWxfY2IEY3QDYQRpbnRsA3VzBGxhbmcDZW4tVVMEcGtnA2Q1YWJhYzY1LTIzM2YtM2ViNS04MTI0LWMxYjA4YWU3MTA0NwRzZWMDbWl0X3NoYXJlBHNsawNtYWlsBHRlc3QD;_ylv=3 

According to the article and those interviewed, what are the dangers of a color-coded merit system? How does the decision of Kennedy High School’s administration to implement this program relate to Hawthorne’s message in The Scarlet Letter?

ANALYSIS

· Analyze the use of the following symbol ________________.  Cite specific occurrences, how the symbol changes throughout the course of the story, and what thematic statement the symbol might represent.  

· Hester is the most talented seamstress in Puritan New England. Explain the importance of this position and its contribution to Hawthorne’s message. Note that Puritans of high social rank require Hester’s services despite her social stigma.
· "’What a strange, sad man is he!’ said the child, as if speaking partly to herself. ‘In the dark night-time he calls us to him, and holds thy hand and mine, as when we stood with him on the scaffold yonder. And in the deep forest, where only the old trees can hear, and the strip of sky see it, he talks with thee, sitting on a heap of moss! And he kisses my forehead, too, so that the little brook would hardly wash it off! But here, in the sunny day, and among all the people, he knows us not; nor must we know him! A strange, sad man is he, with his hand always over his heart!’” (Pg. 205)  Analyze this passage in terms setting, character, and theme.
 

· Analyze the change in Dimmesdale from before his talk with Hester in the woods to after when he reenters the marketplace. Discuss the causes of this change and address how it reflects the core ideas of the novel.

  
· Outline the differences between society's reaction to Hester's guilt and its reaction to Dimmesdale's. How do these differences add meaning to the book and what conclusions can you draw regarding Hawthorne’s opinions of the Puritans?
 
· "No man for any considerable period can wear one face to himself and another to the multitude, without finally getting bewildered as to which may be the true." Analyze the significance of this statement, how it relates to Hester and Chillingworth (cite textual details), and how it relates to the central ideas of the novel.

· What does Hester’s choice to return to the New World and wear the scarlet letter despite being free show about her feelings of her sin and life of penance? How does this decision reflect the novel’s central theme? Provide evidence.
SYNTHESIS

· If Chillingworth had never arrived at the Massachusetts Bay Colony, how would Dimmesdale’s personal penance be different? Do you think he would confess earlier? Explain.

 

· Imagine that the novel was written in the first person from Pearl’s perspective. How might the details and perhaps even the events in the novel change? What might be included? What might be excluded?
· What morals or lessons, excluding the ones explicitly told by Hawthorne, did you take away from the novel?
 

EVALUATION

  
· Would you recommend this novel to others? Why or why not? Draw upon reason related to plot, character, setting, theme, and/or style.
· Who commits the worst sin in the novel?  Why do you believe this is the case?  Cite textual detail.
· Consider Dimmesdale’s final urging for his congregation (the reader) to “be true” to themselves and not always put one’s best face forward to society. Would society be a better place if people were not driven to present themselves in the absolute best light? How might interpersonal relationships be different if everyone was prescient of the shames and secrets of every member of the community? Do your best to involve the novel in this discussion.
