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“The Other Little Soldier” Song by: Josh Gracin
]
The feeling of losing someone for a noble cause is the theme that the artist Josh Gracin expresses in his song, “The Other Little Soldier”.  He explains that the children of U.S. military soldiers are the ones most affected by war.  They say goodbye one day, hoping to see their parents again, yet what they do not know is that they are saying goodbye forever.  This Gracin song shows great examples of (1) imagery, (2) tone and mood, and (3) rhyme in order to convey a message.
BODY A
The artist uses imagery in order for the audience to grasp the meaning of the song.  Gracin says, “He used to play in daddy’s uniform/ With the stripes across the sleeve” (line 1-2).  This gives the listener a clear picture of a young child in an adult’s clothing, portraying innocence and a desire to be like his father.  Gracin also says, “The phone rang in the middle of the night” (line11) which drives home the importance of the call.  Most people do not receive phone calls at that time of hour.  This causes the audience to anticipate the purpose of the call.  He was able to capture the imagery so well that it added an emotional connection to the song.
BODY B
The imagery used helped to establish the mood that Gracin set through his tone.  In his song he gave a depressing mood by using lyrics as, “He raised his little hand and/ Gave his Dad one last salute” (line 32-33).  This makes the audience feel lachrymose, tearful because one last salute means he is saying goodbye for good.  It gives a sense of anguish that the son is feeling.  An angry tone exists as he says, “And even though he didn’t know/ What his dad was fighting for/ He was proud to be the other little soldier” (line 34-36).  The reason of his angry tone was because he wanted the audience to know and understand that it is not fair for the kids to make a great sacrifice and no know what their parent(s) died for.  It makes the audience feel sympathy for the kid since he is going through the death of his father.  The tone and mood gives a great contribution of the purpose of the song.
BODY C
The tone and mood is a great combination with the rhyme scheme.  Josh Gracin gives good rhymes in the lyrics like when he says, “Now I know that it’s a lot to ask for such a little man/…/ I’ll be home as quick as I can” (line15-17).  The rhyme shows the hope the dad gives to his kid yet will not be able to accomplish the promise.  It also shows that his dad believes in his kid to be the man of the house.  He also used approximate rhyme when he said, “With the stripes across the sleeve/…/What he was gonna be” (line 3-4).  It was a catchy way to show that the kid wanted to be like his father when he grows up.  Gracin was able to use the rhyme to show that once he put on his dad’s shirt, it inspired him to be like his dad.  His rhymes helped get the message to the audience much easier.
CONCLUSION

“The Other Little Soldier” delivers a universal message to everyone by using various poetic devices.  People can identify with the son as they lose loved ones in war.  So many have to endure the tragic loss of their parents, family members, or friends in which they did not want to die.  How is a child torn apart by war and loss supposed to function without the guidance of a father he once knew?
Josh Gracin - The Other Little Soldier
He used to play in daddy's uniform 
With the stripes across the sleeve
And he knew when he was all grown up 
What he was gonna be
He used to like to ambush every careless cat or dog 
That had the nerve to cross the battle lines he had drawn

And even though he didn't know 
What his dad was fighting for
He was proud to be the other little soldier
In this war

The phone rang in the middle of the night 
When they called his dad to go
Kissed him and his mom goodbye
And said God I love you both
I know that it's a lot to ask of such a little man
But hold the fort and 
I'll be home as quickly as I can

And even though he didn't know 
What his dad was fighting for
He was proud to be the other little soldier 
In this war

A wall cannot begin to hold 
The names of all the kids
Who gave the greatest sacrifice 
That any child could give

It was the first time he had ever seen 
A flag from up that close
And he watched them as 
They folded it so careful and so slow
As they gave it to his mother 
He knew what he should do
He raised his little hand and 
Gave his dad one last salute

And even though he didn't know 
What his dad was fighting for
He was proud to be the other little soldier 
He was proud to be the other little soldier
In this war
