spring semester journal writing

purpose of journals
· introduce you to the subject matter at hand

· think about or explore ideas and issues that may come up in our readings

· trigger associations and activate what you already know 
· give you practice expanding your responses to questions beyond the first reaction or idea

· provide a springboard for larger writing assignments and classroom discussions

· increase your ability to be expansive and copious

expectations

· journals constitute SILENT sustained writing time

· you will be given approximately 10 minutes to respond in class, after which journals will be date stamped 

· fill at least one page in your composition book on the prompt 

· if you have failed to bring your composition book to class, you may use an out-of-class pass to go get it, or write the journal on a separate sheet of paper and neatly cut and paste into your comp book later

· if you finish early, quietly work on another assignment or read your outside reading book—do not disturb others

· remember Journal responses are written from the front to the back of your Comp Book, and reading responses from the back to the front--keep them separate!

grading

· can be a grade “boost” or a grade “killer”

· graded mostly for completion--but stay on topic

· one full page = 10 points 

· points off for less than full pages

·  watch “wandering margin syndrome”—write red line to red line

· date-stamped entries will be the basis for the quantity grade—all entries written later will receive half-credit

· writing log handout—a tool to help you keep track of journal entries and dates

· collected approximately every 12 journal entries or when one writing log sheet is filled

· Additionally, you will receive a journal participation grade, which will be approximately 10% of your overall grade.

· You can only lose points from this score. For example, if you talk during Journal time; do not write for the full ten minutes (i.e. don’t stop at a page if you still have time, and if you can’t think of anything else to write ask me for suggestions); repeatedly don’t have your comp book with you; or turn in a comp book that is messy and unorganized; any of the above reasons can bring down your overall Journal grade
