QIR | Conparisons and
superlatives

Making an Adjective Stronger or Weaker

Review the lollowing chart:

nestat all <2 ot very =2 o little = sonewhal < il =2 pretty =
very < extremely

rotal all = The adjective mentioned does not describe the
[RES1AE RN

The tickets are not at all cheap.
notwery = The noun does not have much ol the quality of the
adjective.
That area is not very safe.
i fittle = The noun has anly alitde e ol the quality of the
adjective.

The car is a litle expensive.

somewhat = The noun has some of the quality of the adjective,
The tood is somewhat spicy.
rratier = The noun has queite s e aspects of the guality of
(NETE thlj:r{:[iv:.‘.
It's i rather large cliss.
frrelty = The noun has alot af the quality of the adjective.
It's a pretty long wip.

ey = Thenoun is a goud example ol e fquality of the
adjective.

Thew're very good hooks,

R
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extremely = The nown is o superior example of the quality of the adjective.

It am extremely Taard course,

58 i the Dlerndes sith the kel frow the previows fist thel best i"l'."l'i"!fj‘lil{'!i".h el sentenie,

L. My sister’s job is to teed the neighbor’s cas. Her job s = . easy

2. My friend bought a car for 8100, His car was _ #xpensive.

. Qur neighbor has a dog that barks all night. Our neighbor's dos is

S . r1isy.
4, Their house s near the metro station and the buos SLO Their house is i1 a
_ cenvenient location.
A0 She mvited about fifty people w her house for a celebration. She had a

large party

-2 |

Now complete the following seativees wath the same Iypres of expressiony.

I Myjobis — Cisy.
2. My shoes were expensive,
B, Myneighborsdogis — _ friendly.

4, My house is ina convenient lecationm,

o My dinner Fast nighn was == — salwy.

Expressing Negative Effects
The word loo belore an adjective indicates that the adjective is so strong that it has a negative
ellect:
That caris too expensive. ([ can't buy i)
He is too rich: (He values money over people.)
Thev were too tired. {(They couldn't work, )
The party was oo naisy. (The police came and sent everybody home, )
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After pach sentence with 100, write o possible negatroe ef fect,

I The [ood was too cold,

2. It wastoo rainy

A latetoomucheake,

4. She was driving oo Fast.

A, The shoes are oo small,

W - |

Write five sentences that deseribe yowrself or people you know, Use fioe of these expressions: not at all, a livlde,
somewhat, rather, prety, very, extréemely, too.

Making Comparisons with Adjectives

Nouns are compared with other nouns by the strength of their adjectives. An adjective made
stronger is [ollowed by the word than in 2 comparison.

Chne-Syllable Adjectives
Adjectives that have only one syllable are made stronger by adding the suffix -er:

She s taller than her sister

Heis faster than the other runner.

These tickets were cheaper than those.

It 15 colder m the north than in the sowth.
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White the stronger form of each of the following adjectives,

L. bright

1o

cheap

A clean

4, cold

R conl

£ flamp

7. dark

B, fast

9. fresh

10, high

11, light

12, long —

13, neat

14, new

15, old

16, plain =

17. o

1B, rich

19, short -

M. sick

D slow

22, smal) A

2%, smant
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L sweed

245, all

26, young -

Adjectives that have one syllable and thatend in -2 are made stronger by adding -

He is nicer than his hrother
They are cuter than thiey were helore,

Waite the stranger furm of each of the following adjectize,

1, cute E

2. hne

3. lame ¥

4. loose i

A, nice

B, pale

7. mde B

8. ame e =

9. wicle

A few onesyllable adjectives end in -w, -x, or <. These are made stronger by adding -r:

[ovw lower
new newer
alomw slower
lax laxer
aray grayer

Other adjectives of one syllable that end in a consonantvowel-consonant are made stronger by
repeating the final consonant and adding -er:

She is bigger than he is
I think she's thinner than she was belore,
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Write the stronger form of each of the following: adjectives.

1. big

2.

4. fit

4. Tun —

oo =
. red N

7. sad

H. thin o o

The comparative (stronger) farms of goed and bad are irregular:

That was a good movie, but this one is hetter.
She had bad luck, and now it is worse.

Lise good, bad, beter, orworse to complets the sentences,

Lo Today's weatheris _ Yesterday's was

2. Thejob haveis . s _ than the one T had before,

3. The conditionof myroomis — Iris _ (han it was last week,
4 TodayTfeel  Ifeel __ than 1 did yesterday,

Twa -‘;‘l']r] l il ] PI i ﬁllj eelives

Aot of adjectives have two syllubles and end in -y, They are made stronger by changing the yto
dand adding -er:

He is happier now,

I hope ivwill e sunnier tomaorrow,

That movie is funnier than the kst one we siow,
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White the stromger form of eacl af the folliring adjectives,

L angry

2. buossy

3. busy =i

4. cloudy

P 25 {‘:{}H‘Iﬁ"
G, crany
7. dirty =
8. casy

9. friendly

Ik fanny

11 happy

12, lazy =

13 lonely - e

14, lovely

15, lucky

1A, Il{JiS‘}'

I7. prety

I8, ramy

19, sillv

2. sunny

21 rasty

22, ugly —
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A few adjectives that have two svllables are made stromger by adding -r (if they end in -¢) or -er:

cruel crueler
gentle gentler
linle littler
NAITOW narrower
quiet quieter
simple simpler

This street s narrower than that one.
This exercise is simpler than the other one.

-10

Fill oo wveele Dlasde sty thie et furme of the fest r:{@jefft:'w v the prewsious fist, §

L. Tt was nioisy Last rughi, but now i s =

b

2. The last problem was complicated, This one is

3. The streets in that town are than the avenues in the citw

4. At first he was (oo rough with the PUppY, bl now he 1s o

o

The first king was crpel, and this one is

o~

b, This little girl has a baby sister who is than she is.

Maost adjectives that have two or more syllables are made stonger by placing the word mow
before them:

more modern more wonderful more responsible
more lamouns more dangerous more imaginative

Write the compeerative fors of each adjective. Some widl end i -ev] athers will fave mare before them,

[, achlede

2. boring

4 wivil B o

4, civilieed

5. cledan B

B, comlartable IS =i

m
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considerate

~F

5, ool

0, clelicions

1y dirty

L1,  fresh =

12, friendly

13, gentle

4. gullible

15, healthy

16. hot =

I7. open -

18, patient =

14, persuasive

20 pleasant

21. proper o o

22, proud

2%, quiet

24, rude

45, sad =

M3, sUrios

27, sick ==

28, silly

29, sincere

30, slow

A1 sl S

g2 .‘:il.iII'Li_:'}'



L9 Addjertives

34, successtul

A4 sweet

35, unv . FE

A6, unfriendly

A7, upsel o

2H usetul

30 wide

40, worned

Making Adjectives Weaker
All adjectives can be made weaker by placing the words not ay before them:
This apple is not as good as the other one.
Those dresses are not as prety as these.
These shoes are not as comtoriable as my old ones.
In s comparison a stronger adjective is followed by thars a weaker adjective is followed by as

This dlesk 1s sturdier than that one,
That clisir is not as comfortable as this one,

In each blank, mahe the adjective in parentheses stronger or weaker, as appropriate,

L I'bought thas dress because it was (prety) = _ the othersin the
shiop.

2. Hetook the shoes back to the store becavse they were (combortable)

his eldd cnes.

Jo Dddidn’t go back to that restaorant becaose the Tood was (good)

I bl expected,

4. We staved & long time at the party, because it was (good ) — the
last one

G, The new caris nices but 1's (hig) S e _ theald one,
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Expressing Superlatives

Superlative adjectives indicate that a noun has more of the adjectve’s quality than two or more
other nouns

John is live teet ten inches wll,  James iy six feet tall. Bill is six feet two inches tall.
John is tall. Jamies is taller than John. Bill is taller than John and
James,

Bill is the tallest in the class,

Adjectives that end in -erin the comparative form end in-estin the superlative form:

bigger biggest
cooler coolest
NCer nicest
guicter yuietest
sillier silliest
simpler simplest

The superlative foorms of good and frel are irrcgnlar:

good best
bracd worst

Wit the s'u‘r:{n'f'r;!!'vﬁ’jb’mr af el -r.'rf_l."-‘frfi':‘ﬂ#.

i)

~1

103,

L1

12

bad .

clean B

cold R

Crafy

e 1 - o

friendly e

gentle

ool o

STRY!

sifly

[ucky

il
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15, neat

4E, nice

15, e

15, sad e

Choose five of the superlatives in the answers to Exercise 913 (o describe froe people you know.

Adjectives that are preceded by more in their comparative form are preceded by mest in their
superlative form:

more appreciative most appreciative
more difficult most dilficult
more maodern most modern
more responsible most responsible

Werate the superlative form of cach ftc’ijrfc'lfflff'.

1, active —
2 bad .
5 cnld e

4, comlortatle

. last

B Hexible B

=¥

EEnerons

_m_-



b

Choose five of the superlatives in the answers to Exercise 913 to describe five peofile you kmow or things you have,

L

happy

Lz

licele

W

noisy

Serious

gly
uninteresting

t1seless




5. happy

4. large

Ly lictle

L new

12, noisy

1%, serious

4. ugly

15, uninteresting
16, useless

Chonse five of the superlatives in the answers to Exercise 913 to describe five freople you know or things you have.

{Comparizons and Superlatives
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