Track star Marion Jones  sentenced to 6 months
Jan. 11, 2008

WHITE PLAINS, New York (CNN) -- Olympic track star Marion Jones was sentenced in a federal court Friday to six months in prison, two years of probation and community service for lying to federal prosecutors investigating the use of performance-enhancing substances. 


Marion Jones was smiling when she arrived Friday at the courthouse, but her smile soon disappeared. 
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Jones had pleaded guilty in October to charges of lying to a federal agent in 2003 about her use of steroids, and was sentenced on two counts -- getting six months in prison on the first count and two months on the second, to be served concurrently. 

Before the sentencing, Jones broke down as she asked Judge Kenneth Karas not to send her to prison. "I plead with you to alleviate the situation by not separating me from my boys, even for a short period of time," she said.

But Karas noted that "athletes in society ... serve as role models to children around the world. When there is a widespread level of cheating, it sends all the wrong messages."

"People live with their choices," he added, "and the choice not to play by the rules has been compounded by the choice to break the law."

In a presentencing hearing, Jones' lawyers -- citing her history of being a law-abiding citizen -- had argued that the track star, who was stripped of her Olympic medals after pleading guilty to charges of lying to a federal agent about her use of steroids and engaging in check fraud, should be given probation only.

Jones entered her guilty pleas in October and admitted she lied to a federal agent in November 2003 about her use of steroids. [image: image4.png]


Watch Jones' earlier tearful apology »
"She has been cast from American hero to national disgrace. This part of her story will forever be one of personal tragedy. To be clear, the public scorn, from a nation that once adored her, and her fall from grace have been severe punishments. She has suffered enormous personal shame, anguish and embarrassment. She has been stripped of her gold medals, her accomplishments, her wealth and her public standing." said a memorandum filed December 31 with the U.S. District Court for the Southern District of New York. [image: image5.png]


See photos from Jones' athletic career »
Jones told the court in October that her then-coach, Trevor Graham, first gave her steroids in 1999, telling her it was flaxseed oil. She said she took the steroid known as "the clear," or THG, from that time until 2001, including during her competition at the 2000 Summer Olympic Games in Sydney. Her admission contradicted years of public --- and often angry -- denials from her regarding steroid use.

A statement released by the U.S. attorney's office also outlined Jones's complicity in a multimillion-dollar check-fraud scheme. The money-laundering plot involved Olympic gold medalists Timothy Montgomery and Steve Riddick and more than a dozen others who attempted to defraud numerous banks by altering and counterfeiting checks. Jones originally claimed to have no knowledge of the scheme.

Socratic Seminar #2

Heroes and Role Models

Socratic Seminar Requirements

· All students read the article and answer the reading questions

· Students reverse roles from Socratic Seminar #1. Outer Circle becomes Inner Circle; Inner Circle becomes Outer Circle

· Inner Circle students must respond 4 times for an A; 3 for a B; 2 for a C; and 1 for a D.

· Outer Circle students must keep notes regarding Inner Circle comments

· On Day 2, Inner and Outer Circle members switch places

Reading Questions

1. What laws did Marion Jones break, and what is her punishment?
2. What did Jones ask for from Judge Kenneth Karas, and what was his response?

3. How did Jones’ conviction affect her Olympic accomplishments?
4. How was Jones described in the Dec. 31 U.S. District memorandum?

5. According to Jones testimony, who first provided steroids to Jones, and when? 

6. What types of steroids did Jones take, and for how long?

7. What additional crimes did Jones admit to committing?

8. Like a tragic hero in a Greek tragedy, Marion Jones’ fall from grace is another example of an American hero and role model whose rise to stardom ended in infamy. Why do you believe so many supposed “role models” in all walks of life have ultimately reached their catastrophe and have been disgraced?
9. Read the passage from the Marion Jones story and answer the question below:
"She has been cast from American hero to national disgrace. This part of her story will forever be one of personal tragedy. To be clear, the public scorn, from a nation that once adored her, and her fall from grace have been severe punishments.”
Considering her crime, is the passage a fair description of Marion Jones’ life and the way she should be viewed by others? Explain your answer.

10. Read the quote below and respond to the question that follows:

“I am not role model. I’m not paid to be a role model. I am paid to wreak havoc on the basketball court. Parents should be role models. Just because I can dunk a basketball, doesn’t mean I should raise your kids.”
         --NBA Hall of Famer Charles Barkley, Nike Advertisement.
Do you agree with Charles Barkley that athletes should not be looked upon as role models? Does their fame and its potential power and influence carry additional responsibilities for athletes and other high-profile public figures? Explain your answer.

11. In the 1950’s, the President of the United States was the quintessential role model for all American citizens, and a common phrase was that any American boy could grow up to be president. Today, entertainers and athletes seem to be the primary role models for many people worldwide. Who are your role models, and what do you look for in a role model? 
