The Rocking-Horse Winner & Araby Questions
Directions:  Answer in complete sentences on notebook paper.  This is all one assignment so don’t separate the two stories.

The Rocking-Horse Winner:

1. What kind of a child is Paul?  What are his motivations?

2. The initial assumptions of the story are that (a) a boy might get divinatory powers by riding a rocking horse, (b) a house can whisper.  Could the second of these be accepted as little more than a metaphor?  Once we have granted these initial assumptions, does the story develop plausibly?

3. It is ironic that the boy’s attempt to stop the whispers should only increase them.  Is this a plausible irony?  Why?  What does it tell us about the theme of the story?  Why is it ironic that the whispers should be especially audible at Christmas time?  What irony is contained in the boy’s last speech?

4. In what way is the boy’s furious riding on the rocking horse an appropriate symbol for materialistic pursuits?

5. How many persons in the story are affected (or infected) by materialism?

6. What is the theme of the story?

Araby:

1. What is an epiphany (1022)?
2. What does it mean to make inferences (1022)?

3. Who died in the back drawing-room (1024)?

4. What are the 3 paperback books about (footnote on 1024)?

5. Who does the narrator have a crush on (1024)?

6. What does the girl ask the narrator on pg. 1025?

7. What is Araby?

8. Why does the narrator want to go to Araby?

9. What does the narrator buy at Araby?

10. Where is James Joyce from?
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