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Bishop Montgomery High School

HONORS GENERAL CHEMISTRY
Semester: Fall 2014
Instructor: Mr. Nguyen 

      Rm. 212

      e-mail: Go to faculty web page find my name and use the “e-mail” option 

to send me an e-mail. Here you will also find all of the materials you will need for class. Please print them and bring them to class with you.
Introduction

I would like to welcome you to the world of chemistry. It is a fascinating world filled with marvels that will enlighten your minds as well as excite your interest in the world around us. This world is challenging and will make demands of your time, but rise to the challenge and you will be rewarded with knowledge that will allow you to see our world in a wonderful new way. You must stay on top of the work and do not let yourself fall behind. Please come see me immediately if you feel you may be experiencing any difficulties.

Course Content and Description: 

This first semester of chemistry will cover topics dealing with matter and its changes, making proper scientific measurements, atomic structure, periodic trends, bonding, the mole, stoichiometry, and naming. The second half of the course will deal with chemical reactions, acids and bases, the gas laws, states of matter, solution chemistry, and thermochemistry.

Required Text:  
Prentice Hall Chemistry (California Edition) by Wilbraham, Staley, Matta, and Waterman
Required Materials:
1 Spiral ring notebooks (for homework)
1 Composition book (for labs)
1 Calculator with exponential function (No graphing calculators for exams or quizzes)
Pen
Pencil (for exams and quizzes)

Dry-erase board markers (black) 

Dry-erase board eraser
Lecture Notes and Problem Set

Optional Materials

3 ring binder with dividers to hold notes, handouts, etc.

General Classroom Policy

Please be aware of the policies in the Parent Student Handbook because I will adhere to those policies and expect that you will too. The following classroom rules will help us make the best use of our time, give everyone an opportunity to do their best, and create a safe learning environment. 

· Always raise your hand to speak or to ask a question.

· Never get out of your seats unless given permission.

· No eating in class.

· Be on time and have your book and materials ready when class starts.

· Absolutely no horseplay in lab.

Consequences for violation of these simple classroom rules are as follows:

· 1st violation  = verbal warning

· 2nd violation = verbal warning and short meeting after school to discuss behavior

· 3rd violation = “Violation” slip issued 

· Severe violations will be referred to the dean’s office immediately.

I expect these simple rules will serve our purposes well, however, I reserve the right to amend these “rules and consequences” when I deem necessary to better serve our class. 
Grading Policy

Grades will be assigned based on the scale provided in the Parent Student Handbook. The points are distributed as follows:
· Exams = 30% 

Exams will be given approximately at the end of each chapter. 
· Advance notice will be given of each exam. 

· You are responsible for coming to see me about any make-up exams. Make-up exams will only be given for an excused absence on the day of the exam. An absence on the day we review for an exam will not excuse you from taking the exam. You have two days upon your return to make up a missed exam.
· Quizzes = 15%
Quizzes will be given at random times and no advance notice will be given of the quizzes. 
· Quiz problems will be taken directly from the homework and/or class work problems. 
· If you are absent on the day of a quiz it is your responsibility to come see me about taking a make-up. You have one day upon your return to make up a missed quiz.
· The lowest quiz score will be dropped.

· Labs = 15%

Lab points include pre-lab as well as work done in class and lab reports.
· Labs cannot be made up. Labs are an integral part of learning chemistry. They give you hands on experience with the theory we learn from the text book and in lecture. Please, if at all possible, try not to miss a lab. Lab dates are given to you in the calendar in your hand book.

· If absent you will use someone else’s data to write up your lab report.

· Late Policy:      1 day    = 75%

              2 days  = 50%


  3 days  = 0  

· Homework = 15%

Homework will be assigned daily. Homework must be completed neatly in a spiral ring notebook and turned in the following day. Each assignment must be labeled with the date, page number, and problems assigned.

· Excused absences: The number of days you get to make up missing 

                               assignments will equal the number of days you are 

                               absent (i.e. 2 days absent = 2 days to make up missing 

                               assignments).

· Unexcused absences: No make-up allowed.

· Late Policy:      1 day   = 75%

           >2 days  = 0    
· Class work = 10%

These problems are from the problem sets sent out at the start of each chapter. You will need to print the problem set when you receive it and bring it to class each day. These problems will be done in class and turned in on the day of the exam. No late submissions accepted, except in cases of an excused absence on the day the problem set is collected. You will be responsible for completing all problems in the problem set, even the ones done in your absence.
· Final = 15%

Final will be cumulative.

Grading Scale

A+
97 – 100

C+
77 – 79

A
93 – 96 

C
73 – 76

A-
90 – 92 

C-
70 – 72

B+
87 – 89 

D+
67 – 69

B
83 – 86

D
63 – 66

B-
80 – 81 

D-
60 – 62

F
Below 60

I reserve the right to amend this grading policy when I deem necessary to better serve our class.
Extra Help

Extra help available from 2:10 – 2:40 Mondays.
Closing Remarks

Preparation, care and a healthy curiosity are vital if you want to succeed in chemistry. More broadly these three are crucial to an active engagement in all areas of academics and life in general. Practice these three and you will see that learning will become easier. Therefore, I will ask that you do your part to prepare for our class, that you work with care in class and that you always bring a vibrant curiosity with you into our class---do these things and I am certain that you will do well in my class. 
After reading this syllabus, please sign, date, and return the bottom portion. Thank you.
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