
3 important quotations from the text:





“We realized that the version of the world they rendered for us was not the world they really believed in, and that for all their caretaking and bitching about crabgrass they didn’t give a damn about lawns.” (Page 55). 


“We knew, finally, that the girls were really women in disguise, that they understood love and even death, and that our job was merely to create the noise that seemed to fascinate them.” (Page 44). 


“As it was, we didn’t know them any longer, and their new habits… made us wonder if we had ever really known them, or if our vigilance had been only the fingerprinting of phantoms. (Page 187). 





Major Characters


Cecilia Lisbon: Cecilia is the youngest at thirteen years old and the first to kill herself. She is described as an odd child, and she always wears the same thing everyday; a white wedding dress. 


“Basically, what we have here is a dreamer. Somebody out of touch with reality. When she jumped, she probably thought she could fly.” (Page 42). 


Lux Lisbon: Lux is fourteen and the sister most talked about in this book. Lux is a free spirit but has a trouble soul. She’s a flirt and all the boys like her. Lux is also a promiscuous girl and isn’t afraid to take chances. 


“Though some of us saw Lux as a force of nature, impervious to chill, and ice goddess generated by the season itself, the majority knew she was only a girl in danger…” (Page 150). 


Bonnie Lisbon: Bonnie is fifteen and she can be described as “skittish”. She’s a very nervous girl and also insecure with herself. 


“Her eyes watered and she was a foot taller than any of her sisters, mostly because of the length of her neck which would one day hang from the end of a rope.” (Page 26). 


Mary Lisbon: Mary is sixteen and she is one of the Lisbon girls who are not mentioned in much detail. She is the sister who is always proper and posed. 


Therese Lisbon: Therese is the oldest Lisbon girl at eighteen. She is the brainy one of the five sisters and she is clumsy and awkward. 








Minor Characters 


Mr. Lisbon: Mr. Lisbon teaches at the girl’s high school. He has always wanted a boy, but he still loves his five daughters. But when his youngest daughter dies, something changes in Mr. Lisbon. He is desolate and doesn’t carry himself the way he used to. 


“… his sallow complexion dying in sympathy with them; and his lost look of a man who realized that all his dying was going to be the only life he ever had.” (Page 160).


Mrs. Lisbon: Mrs. Lisbon is very uptight and religious. She is very strict and keeps her daughters on tight leashes. The girls are restricted from listening to certain kinds of music and they aren’t allowed to date boys. 


“Mrs. Lisbon objected to this idea, fearing it was heathen, and even pointed to a biblical passage that suggested the dead will rise…” (Page 36). 


Narrators (Boys): The narrators are the boys who live in the Lisbon’s neighborhood. They have a strange fascination with the five girls and they collect whatever they can that could possible link them to the girls, like photos, hairbrushes, and even clothes. 


“We’ve tried to arrange the photographs chronologically, though the passage of so many years has made it difficult. Exhibit #1 shows the Lisbon house shortly before Cecilia’s suicide attempt.” (Page 5). 





Symbols (include reference, quotation, and explanation)


The Tree: After a virus in the community spreads to trees, men have to come and cut them all down. One of these diseased trees is the Lisbon’s tree. When the men come to cut it down, the girls form a ring around the tree, refusing to let the men cut down the tree. This tree was Cecilia’s favorite tree and it represents to the girls her everlasting and dreamy spirit. They felt that if the tree was cut down, they would lose Cecilia and her memory forever. 


“ ‘They weren’t saving it,’ said Mrs. Scheer. ‘They were saving her memory.’” (Page 182).


Therapy: At school, the four remaining sisters voluntarily go to their school counselor who they find to be of great help. The boys notice a drastic change in the girl’s attitudes. Therapy represents a way for the girls to cope with their lives, since their parents have become so distant after Cecilia’s death. 


“The girls seemed less tired. In class they stared out the window less, raised their hands more, spoke up.” (Page 110).


Leaks: The leaks in the house represent not only the neglectfulness of Mr. and Mrs. Lisbon, but it also reflects how the girls are dwindling away, soon to turned into nothing. The house is falling apart, representing how the family is also falling apart. 


“…but no roofer showed up… because the Lisbon’s could no longer bear anyone intruding their house. They endured the leaks on their own, staying in the rainforest of their living room.” (Page 189).


 





Thematic Statements (with explanation)





Everyone in this world needs to be granted his or her freedom. People cannot be locked up in cages like birds. Because caged birds don’t sing. 


This theme is very common throughout the novel, making it the central theme of the novel. With ever page, the girl’s anxiety and emotions toward their being locked up are seen. The Lisbon girls, because of their parent’s strict orders, are always confined to their house, not allowed to go out with boys on dates. Restrictions are placed on what they can wear, listen to, and watch on TV. As the novel continues on, the girls are continuously time and time again stripped of their freedom, until they are no longer allowed to even go outside or use the phone. Sometimes the boys can see the girls place their hands on the windows trying to reach out to the outside world. The girls are free spirits who just long for someone to help them escape, which is why they turn to the boys at the end of the book. This book is all about escaping the confinements of society. But by the end of the novel, it’s too late for the girls to escape. They have been locked up so long that they no longer desire freedom, but to escape the world, which was so cruel to them. 





“Inside their house they were prisoners; outsiders, lepers. And so they hid from the world, waiting fort someone-us- to save them” (Page 199).











