12 Angry Men: Act 1 Groups 
1. What is the charge against the defendant? 
2. Who is the defendant? (be specific)
3. What was the motive for the crime? 
4. What was the murder weapon?  What is interesting about the weapon used to commit the crime?

5. Where was the scene of the crime? 

6. What is the importance of reasonable doubt? 

7. What type of verdict must be made? 

8. How does the 5th amendment affect court cases? 
9. What was the boy’s past like? Examine the “kid’s 


    record.” 
10. How do two jurors’ prejudices/backgrounds 



  influence their thoughts?
11. List two negative impacts of declaring a hung jury. 

Explain the testimonies of each witness in the case:

12. the boy’s story (his alibi)
13. the people across the hall
14. the woman across the street
15. the storekeeper
16. the old man

17. the coroner’s opinion

12 Angry Men: Act 1 Questions
1. pre-meditated murder (p. 219)
2. a nineteen year old boy (p.   )
3. a court-appointed attorney shows he is poor. (p. 228)
4. the state

5. since he was five, his father used to beat him up regularly (p. 227)

6. a switch-knife (p. 228-230)
7. similar ones exist ($2.00 from a junk store)

8. the el train (elevated train) (p. 226)
9. if there is any chance he did not do it, must be declared innocent (p. 220)
10. unanimous (100% agreement) (p. 220)
11. a defendant cannot testify against himself (p. 225)
12. at 15, in reform school; stole a car; arrested for mugging; picked up for knife-fighting; possibly stabbed someone in the arm (p. 227)
13-14. varies.  #11: Immigrant/refugee feels sorry for boy.  #3: used to beat his son, may vote guilty (identifies w/ father); #4 feels that slum kids are criminals.
15-16. More $ for lawyers’ fees; must find a new jury; takes time; prolongs 


decision; costs $ to keep alleged criminal incarcerated

17. boy: at movies, couldn’t remember which picture (p. 225)
18. people across hall: 8:00pm heard argument between the father and boy.  
Also, heard father hit boy twice, and boy walk out of house angrily. (p.226-
227)

19. woman across street: asleep in bed, then sees boy stab father.  She has known 
him all her life. (p. 226)
20. storekeeper: admitted to selling knife.  Claimed knife was “only one of its 
kind he had in stock.”  Said boy bought it “as a present for a friend.” (p. 229)
21. old man: lives on 2nd floor (right underneath the room).  At 12:10am he heard 
loud noises in their apartment (sounded like a fight).  Heard boy say, “I’m 
gonna kill you.” Later, a body fell, and he saw the kid running down stairs and 
away.  Man called police, knife was found in father’s chest.  (p. 225)

22. coroner: “time of death was around midnight” (p. 225)

