Assignment Guide Unit 4
World War II and the Origins of the Cold War
Readings:

Griffith, Robert and Baker, Paula.  Major Problems in American History.  3rdedition.  Houghton Mifflin Company:  Boston, 2007.  Chapter 1,  “The Origins of Postwar America.”

Hobsbawm, Eric.  The Age of Extemes:  A History of the World, 1914-1991.  Pantheon:  New York, 1994.  Chapters 1 and 5.

LaFeber,  Walter.  America, Russia, and the Cold War 1945-2002.  10th edition.  McGraw-Hill:  New York, 2008.  Foreward, Introduction and Chapter 1.

McKay, ch. 32, pp. 1024-1041.

Pedersen, Susan.  “Back to the League of Nations.”  American Historical Review 112:4 (October 2007):  1091-1117.

Monday, 12/12
People’s Century Video:  Lost Peace
Tuesday, 12/13 Discussion questions from McKay, pp. 1024-1041.

1. Analyze the consequences of Hitler’s remilitarization of the Rhineland in March 1936.

2. In what ways did Hitler benefit from the Italian invasion of Ethiopia?

3. In the cartoon at the bottom of page 1025 the cartoonist indicates that after Rhineland disarmament, Hitler would proceed to challenge the status of Danzig, which was a Baltic port jointly used by Poland and Germany.  Since the cartoon was drawn soon after the Rhineland remilitarization, the cartoonist could only guess what Hitler’s next aggressions would be.  Using the time line on page 1027, indicate which events should be stamped on the backs of the Spineless “Leaders” of Democracy.
4. To what extent was Czechoslovakia prepared to defend itself prior to the Munich agreements?

5. Explain the secret terms of the Nazi-Soviet nonaggression pact of August 1939.

6. Examine the map on page 1030 and answer the following questions.

a. Identify the four major cities on the Russian front not captured by Germany in December, 1941.

b. Identify the major battles and place them in chronological order with their dates.

c. Which major battles are not indicated on this map?

d. Approximately how many miles west had the Russian front moved by the time D-Day occurred on 6/6/44?

7. Discuss the significance of the Battle of Britain.

8. Examine the features of Hitler’s New Order.

9. Evaluate the thesis that Hitler and Nazi leaders, rather than Germany as a whole, were responsible for the Holocaust.

10. Assess the effects of the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor (12/7/1941).

11. Account for the decline of the Greater Asian Co-Prosperity Sphere.

12. Discuss the war strategy of the Grand Alliance.

13. Explain the political significance of referring to “The Great Patriotic War” in Russia. 

Wednesday and Thursday, 12/14-15  DQs for Pedersen, “Back to the League”
14. Discuss the historiography that emerged in the thirty years after the demise of the League of Nations in 1940.

15. Analyze the causes of the recent reevaluation of the League.

16. Identify the three areas that have emerged in the current analysis of the work of the League of Nations.

17. Summarize the thesis Pedersen presents in paragraph four.

18. To what extent did the Locarno agreement undermine the authority of the League as an arbiter of European border disputes?
19. Identify the inherent disadvantages that hampered the League, according to Steiner (et al.).

20. Identify the three factors that Steiner considers caused the breakdown of the 1930s by undermining international solutions and strengthening the appeal of nationalism.

21. Explain the negative role that public openness played in League deliberations.

22. Evaluate the minority protections of the League covenant.

23. Summarize Antony Anghie’s thesis on the significance of the Mandate System.

24. Explain the significance of the recommendation to give the US a mandate over Liberia.

25. Why does Pedersen disagree with Callahan’s analysis?

26. Identify the areas of international cooperation in which the League of Nations operated in spite of the limited authority rendered to it in the twenty-three articles of the covenant.  What happened to these bodies after World War II?

27. Analyze the effect that French participation in the League had over the early years in the 1920s.

Friday, 12/16  People’s Century:  Total War

Internal Assessments are due by midnight.  They must be submitted to the following email account:  smyovich@pylusd.org.   They must also be submitted to turnitin.com.  In order to submit, you must register for the course.  When you go to turnitin.com, you will find my course under the course title of HOTA 2012 and my name.  In order to enroll you will need the enrollment password (vhstigers) and the course ID number (4553059).  The assignment you submit will, obviously, be the Internal Assessment.  Let me know if you have any problems with this.  
Monday, 1/2 DQs for Hobsbawm, chapter 1
28. Eric Hobsbawm calls the period from 1914 to 1991 “The Short Century.”  Explain the significance of these dates in identifying the “short” twentieth century.
29. Identify the four most deadly wars of the twentieth century.

30. Discuss the dark consequences of World War I on the cultures and politics of the states that fought in it.

31. Assess the role of new technologies in World War I.

32. Analyze Hobsbawm’s assertion that World War I became a Total War because it was fought for unlimited ends.

33. Identify the five considerations that shaped the Versailles Treaty.

34. Explain the factors that led to Japan’s attempt to establish an Asian continental empire on Chinese soil.

35. Discuss the factors that caused Germany to fail in its invasion of Russia.

36. Account for Japan’s decision to attack Pearl Harbor on 12/7/41.

37. In what sense does Hobsbawm consider Hitler’s declaration of war on the US to have been folly?

38. Explain the failure of the plot to assassinate Hitler in July 1944.

39. Consider the paradox in Hobsbawm’s assertion that the British, French and Americans more efficiently organized their societies for war than Germany.

40. Discuss the relationship between technology and war that emerged during World War II.

41. Examine the factors that caused the wars of the twentieth century to be so brutal.

Tuesday, 1/3 Hobsbawm, ch. 5, pp. 142-177
42. Discuss Hobsbawm’s concept of World War II as “an international ideological civil war.” (p. 144)

43. How does Hobsbawm account for the overwhelming support of US citizens for the USSR over Germany many months before World War II even began?

44. Identify the component groups of the Popular Front that emerged in the months after Hitler’s assumption of power.

45. Assess the strength of the Popular Front movement in Europe.
46. Examine Hobsbawm’s criticism of the anti-fascist British Labour Party in the years prior to the outbreak of World War II.

47. Explain the strategic purpose of the Maginot Line.

48. Assess the validity of the following:  “Had the British been willing to relinquish its colonial empire in the 1930s, they could have built an effective global coalition against German and Japanese militarism and imperialism.”

49. Discuss the consequences of British and French refusal to engage Soviet interests in the diplomacy leading to World War II.

50. Explain Italy’s initial reluctance and ultimate decision to enter the war on the side of Germany in June, 1940.

51. Discuss the ways in which the Spanish Civil War only superficially paralleled the global confrontation between fascism and communism.
52. Analyse the motives for France to withdraw its unofficial support for the Republican government of Spain.

53. Examine the consequences of France and Britain’s adherence to non-intervention in the Spanish Civil War.

54. Identify the component political features and consequences of the anti-fascist resistance foreseen in the Comintern pamphlet of October 1936.
55. In what sense were Winston Churchill and Charles de Gaulle unique political characters?

56. Explain Churchill’s transfer of support from allied Serbia’s leader Mihailović to the communist Tito.

57. What appears to have been Stalin’s position on the establishment of communism in Western Europe at the end of World War II?
58. Explain he general lines of political development in Western Europe at the end of World War II.

59. In which parts of Eastern Europe does there appear to have been a significant support for the Left?
60. Explain why so many in the world outside of Europe either viewed fascism indifferently or even sympathetically.

61. Account for the success of communism in China, North Korea, and Indochina.

62. Identify the unifying principles that held the anti-fascist coalition together – in theory if not in practice.

63. Paraphrase Friedrich von Hayek’s theory about the developments of Western capitalism at the end of World War II.

Wednesday, 1/4 LaFeber, pp. ix-xiii and 1-7

64. Discuss the interpretive assumptions that underlie LaFeber’s analysis.
65. Explain LaFeber’s thesis.

66. Identify those areas of the world where new sources have allowed for modified perceptions of recent history.

67. When and where did the United States and Russia first confront each other?

68. Describe the parallel dimensions of Russian and US development in the 19th century.

69. Examine the sources of conflict that emerged between Russia and the US in the late 19th century.

70. Explain the dual objectives of Wilson’s decision to send 10,000 troops to fight in Russia.

71. Discuss the objectives of Stalin’s Five Year Plans.

72. Account for FDR’s decision to schedule the arrival of the Soviet diplomatic delegation in conjunction with the end of Prohibition.

73. Discuss Stalin’s principal motive for opening relations with the US.

74. Examine Harry S Truman’s policy perspective upon the German invasion of the USSR in June 1941.

Thursday, 1/5 People’s Century Video:  Brave New World

Friday, 1/6  LaFeber, chapter 1.

75. Discuss the purpose and operational principles of the World Bank and International Monetary Fund as stated at their inception in the 1944 Bretton Woods agreement.

76. Explain the terms on which the US lent Great Britain $3.8 billion in 1945.

77. Outline the terms of the Churchill-Stalin “agreement” of October, 1944 in Moscow.

78. To what extent was Stalin flexible with the US and Great Britain in regard to the post-war settlement of Eastern Europe?

79. Identify the conditions that Stalin and other Soviet leaders felt were necessary for the USSR to rebuild after the war.

80. Examine the policies Stalin undertook to reassert his personal dictatorship at the end of the war.

81. Read footnote 27 and explain the significance of documents released after 1991 in understanding Stalin’s foreign policy.

82. Account for the importance of Article 51 of the United Nations charter in shaping US power in the post-war world.

83. Analyze the terms of agreement on the German question set at the Potsdam Conference of July, 1945.

84. To what extent was the August 9, 1945 atomic bomb on Nagasaki (the second bomb) directed more against Russia than Japan?

85. Explain Secretary of War Henry Stimson’s views on the effect of the atomic bomb on relations between the US and the USSR.

Monday and Tuesday, 1/910 Griffith, chapter 1.
86. Explain why Thomas G.W. Paterson recounts the global effects of World War II in such detail.

87. Examine the goals of US officials in shaping the post-war international order.

88. Analyze Soviet policy in relation to the Polish exile government in London.

89. Outline the wave of colonial independence that emerged soon after World War II.

90. Examine the elements of big-power control and Cold War conflict that emerged with the creation of the United Nations at the San Francisco conference in the spring of 1945.

91. Discuss the components of the liberal program identified in Alan Brinkley’s essay.

92. Assess the opposition program of congressional conservatives to the New Deal liberalism in 1943.

93. Analyze the factors that caused two million African Americans to leave the South in the 1940s.

94. Account for the general failure of the war to bring greater progress to African Americans.

95. Account for the general failure of the war to bring greater progress to women.

96. Discuss Byron E. Shafer’s argument that Eisenhower’s presidency represented a continuation of the New Deal.

97. Examine the support base for the Republican Party that emerged in the 1950s.

98. Explain the significance of the 1956 election for the partisan politics in the following decade.

99. Discuss the consequences of the Democrats’ embrace of Civil Rights in the 1960s.

100. Analyze the role of the Supreme Court in restructuring partisan politics in the two decades after World War II.

Wednesday, 1/11  General Discussion

Thursday, 1/12 Essay Review for Exam
Friday, 1/13 Essay Exam
1. Why did the United States become involved in the Second World War? [P3/06/Q16]

2. With reference to one country of the region, evaluate the impact of the Second World War on the economy and on minority groups. [P3/05/Q17]

3. “Even in the twentieth century the term ‘total war’ could not be applied to any war.”  To what extent do you agree with this judgment? [P2/08/CPEW/Q3]

4. Compare and contrast the causes of the First World War and the Second World War. [P2/08/CPEW/Q3] 

5. Why, in spite of early successes, did the League of Nations fail to prevent the outbreak of the Second World War? [P2/07/PC/Q16]

6. For what reasons, and to what extent, did the Yalta Conference of February 1945 contribute to the origins of the Cold War? [P2/11/25]

7.  “An unnatural alliance that was bound to fall apart after the defeat of the common enemy.”  To what extent does this statement explain the origin of the Cold War?  [P2/06/CW/Q21]

8. To what extent did militarism contribute to the origins of the First World War (1914-1918) and the Second World War (1939-1945)? [P2/11/2]
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