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World History – Summer 2013
Course Description
This survey course will examine major events that shaped the modern world from the late eighteenth century through the present, including the causes and course of the two world wars. Students will trace the rise of democratic ideas and develop an understanding of the historical roots of current world issues.  Students will also develop an understanding of current world issues and relate them to their historical, geographic, political, economic, and cultural contexts. 

This course is intended to meet the points addressed by the California State Standards for World History.  Students will be made aware of each element of the standards throughout each unit of study.

As a summer school class, World History is a course that moves quickly and demands a great deal of reading and preparation outside of class.  Students must be willing to commit to the rigors of the class.
Course Objectives
Students will:

•  Identify major themes and concepts for each period of study

•  Study and master facts pertinent to the comprehension of events and their relationships with various groups and social forces

•  Understand and communicate cause and effect relationships of major events in world history

•  Demonstrate critical thinking skills regarding analysis, synthesis, and evaluation through various assignments and essays

•  Demonstrate an ability to conduct research

•  Evaluate primary source documents, (letters, essays, maps, political cartoons, etc.)

Textbook


Beck, Roger B., et al, Modern World History, McDougal Littell, 2006

Materials
· 3 ring notebook for current unit of study (optional)

· 3 ring notebook to house all unit materials, daily assignments, notes,  project directions, rubrics, exam results, progress reports
· Blue ink or black ink, pencil will not be acceptable

· Notebook dividers
· Miscellaneous project materials, such as construction paper, poster board, glue, markers etc.
Notebook Procedures
Students will be required to place all completed assignments, reading notes, daily homework, project directions and rubrics, exam results and progress reports in their daily notebook.  The students will be expected to utilize dividers for each unit of study.  The students will create a cover page of their own design for each unit of study.  Each notebook section will include a copy of the unit calendar, notebook rubric, student generated table of contents, completed vocabulary, all assignments, project and exam results, in this order.  


Notebook Rationale
The student notebook provides an avenue for the development of sound study skill strategies, and assists in the acquisition of organizational skills proven to be successful in exam preparation.  The student notebook also serves as a communication tool providing parents with an opportunity to view student progress.  Do not lose your notebook.  If you are fearful of such an event, please use the optional notebook method.  This method will allow the student to place previous units of study in a notebook at home while carrying only the optional notebook containing current unit elements.  The notebook is a summative measure of student progress and should prove to be a valuable evaluative tool regarding student performance.

Grade Scale
A standardized scale will be utilized with percentages attached to points earned throughout the course of study.  Extra credit opportunities may be available with each unit of study however these opportunities are limited.  Late assignments will not be accepted.  If a student is absent, that student will be expected to complete the assignment(s) within one day.  If a student is absent and misses an exam that student will have two days to make-up the missing exam, failure to do so during this time frame will result in a score of zero for that exam.

All assignments will be posted on the school website and the class Facebook page and as a result there should be NO questions regarding missing assignments due to absence.  Assignments will be posted on the board, as well as through the unit calendar.  Students/Parents may contact me via e-mail if there appears to be any questions regarding absences and corresponding assignments.  Clearly, special circumstances may arise requiring certain changes in this policy but this should be considered an exception and not a rule.  However, the ultimate responsibility for the completion of all assignments rests with the individual student.

Please feel free to contact me at any time if you have any questions or concerns, email is the fastest and most efficient form of communication for me.. I am available for conferences in the afternoons, by appointment

Grade Scale
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B-
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D+
69-67
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89-87

C
76-73

D-
62-60


B
86-83

C-
72-70

F
59-0



I fully anticipate all students to perform within the guidelines of the first column regarding the grade scale.

Attendance
Regular attendance will clearly result in positive student outcomes.  If a student is absent he/she needs only to consult the web for any necessary information or assignment.  Exams must be made up within one week of the recorded absence.  It is your responsibility to stay informed regarding classroom expectations, i.e., homework assignments, exams, project due dates.  Please feel free to contact me with any concern or issue.
Summer school policy states that three absences will result in being dropped from the class.  It is also important that students arrive to class on-time and are prepared for the day.  Two tardies will convert to a class absence.
Please place your syllabus in your notebook.  
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