Introduction to Beowulf: The Anglo-Saxon Era and Middle Ages Timeline

55-54 B.C.E Julius Caesar lays claim to England—first mention of the British Isles; finds local Celtic culture 

449 C.E. Germanic tribes invade

449-1066 Germanic tribes settle in southern and central England; they form Heptarchy; the area becomes known as Angle-land, then England; native Celtic culture is pushed south to Brittany (northwest coast of France), west to Cornwall and Wales (southwest coast of England), north to Scotland, and west to Ireland

400-600 Christianity spreads throughout British Isles

By 690 All of the British Isles are Christian

700-800 Danes/Vikings invade northeast England

1066 William the Conqueror of Normandy conquers England (the Norman Invasion); Feudalism system is introduced (hierarchical, rural, agrarian system of government)

11th-12th centuries the Crusades take place
13th century Feudalism begins to decline due to growth of towns; merchants and craftsmen form guilds

1337 The Hundred Years’ War begins (between England and France)

1300s The Black Death/Bubonic Plague hits England

1453 The Hundred Years’ War ends

1485 After winning the War of the Roses (dispute between two lords over the throne), Henry VII becomes king; this event is considered to be the end of the Middle Ages
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