Practice Integrating Quotations and Adding Commentary
Use the quotations on this page to practice your skills at integrating quotations and adding appropriate commentary.  Note that you do NOT have to use the entire quotation; you can use ellipses to eliminate words that you don’t think are important to the point you want to make.  Make sure that all of your sentences are complete, punctuate properly, and include correct parenthetical citations.

Example -- Integrate the following quotation: “Who would fardels bear / To grunt and sweat under a weary life / But that the dread of something after death” (Shakespeare ll. 21-22).  

Hamlet reveals his overwhelmingly pessimistic perspective when he questions, “Who would fardels bear … But that the dread of something after death” (Shakespeare ll. 21-22).  Essentially, Hamlet is wondering why anyone would endure the burdens and misery of life, if not for the fact that mankind simply doesn’t know what comes after death.  His faithless perspective condenses life into one simple idea: the value of life is to avoid death.   

Your turn!

1. Integrate the following quotation and add commentary: “Cancer is like that, too.  Good, strong people get cancer, and they do all the right things to beat it, and they still die” (Armstrong and Jenkins 11).

____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Integrate the following quotation and add commentary: “The concept of assigning a price tag to a life has always made people intensely squeamish.  After all, isn’t it degrading to presume that money can make a family whole again?  And what of the disparities?  Is a poor man’s life worth less than a rich man’s?  (Ripley 2)
____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Integrate the following quotation and add commentary: “Courts always grant money on the basis of a person’s earning power in life.  That’s because the courts are not attempting to replace ‘souls,’ says Philip Bobbitt, a law professor at the University of Texas who has written about the allocation of scarce resources in times of tragedy” (Ripley 28).

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Integrate the following quotation and add commentary: “For the purposes of this calculator, a human life only has economic value in its relation to other lives, specifically a spouse or dependent children.  Therefore, if you have neither, the calculator will not generate a result” (“Human Life Calculator”).  
____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Now that you’ve practiced, make sure that you use these same skills when you write your essay!

