The Great Gatsby




        Ch 5 Analysis

Gatsby is anxious for the long awaited reunion with Daisy (it’s been close to five year)

Gatsby realizes he is closer to attaining his “dream” than he has been in the past 5 years

He sees everything through Daisy’s eyes


his wardrobe, home, furnishings, etc.-

and wonders of the acceptability to her

Everything he has done up this moment has been for one thing – Daisy

 Suspension of time or death of time here

like a child counting down the days until 

Christmas, Gatsby has counted the days before 

he could start life over with Daisy

He cannot be convinced that it is impossible to repeat the past
It is crucial to him that he and Daisy be able to go back to their Louisville relationship

Because he now has the fortune he did not have back then, Daisy can choose him as she earlier chose Tom

that way she can have love and money

Gatsby is haunted by time and the chapter references it as well as other chapters help emphasize the angst he experiences and has experienced for 5 long years
         What can you  deduce about the clock on the mantle?  Go back and reread that pivotal part.  What does it mean?

Contributes to theme of repeating the past or at least attempting to relive the past

Since we view Gatsby through Nick’s eyes the result is empathy with Gatsby for his idealism

The real Daisy is nothing like the idealized, enchanted Daisy that Gatsby has in his mind

Truth is this enchantment has become his total being/obsession/it has consumed him and no human can measure up to this

Daisy’s voice

 - mythological allusion like the Sirens “a deathless song”

- her voice endears her to Gatsby “a wild tonic in the rain”

Colors

Gatsby silver shirt and gold tie

Daisy’s brass buttons

Gatsby’s toiletry set of “pure dull gold” 

“golden billow of foamy clouds above the sea”
Shirts with “stripes and scrolls and plaids in coral and apple-green and lavender and faint orange, w/ monograms of Indian blue”
Daisy’s “three-cornered lavender hat”
Daisy wants “one of those pink clouds”

All add to palette of pastels

Flower images are shown again


lilacs


bedrooms “swathed in rose and lavender silk”

Music reminiscent of the Jazz Age  “Ain’t We Got Fun” and “The Love Nest”

What is purpose and effect of color imagery in Ch 5?

