Commentary Sentence Starters
“Commentary” refers to the “Mean” and “Matter” sections of your “Say-Mean-Matter” chart. Here are some ways you can begin to write more developed, sophisticated commentary sentences. 
Note: Power verbs are italicized. 

The hyperbole in this passage amplifies . . .

His __________ (adjective) tone illustrates . . .

The speaker alludes to _________, suggesting that . . .

The __________ (+ or -) connotation of the word “________” implies . . .

The __________ (adjective) mood/imagery/atmosphere emphasizes . . .

The shift to __________ (adjective) diction shows . . . 

The characters actions/motivations/interactions reflect . . .

The author metaphorically compares _________ to __________, signifying . . .

OTHER POWER VERBS THAT EXPLAIN HOW THE EVIDENCE COMMUNICATES MEANING:
	Demonstrates, links, relates to, connects, proves, involves, entails, stresses, reminds, portends, foreshadows, compares, contrasts, reveals, mirrors, explains, gives the idea that, means, accentuates, clarifies, illuminates, augments, negates, highlights, brings (up), strengthens, weakens, intensifies, diminishes, affects, sounds like . . .




Practice writing commentary sentences using the provided sentence starters, or create your own. Remember to use your power verbs! 

1. Topic sentence: In Brian Harris’s poem, “Half-Breed,” the speaker points out you should not judge someone based on how they look.
a. Say (Quote): For example, the speaker declares, “Remember that people are a lot like books” (Harris 27).
b. Mean: 
c. Matter: 
2. Topic sentence: In Brian Harris’s poem, “Half-Breed,” the speaker raises the idea that racism hurts everyone. 
a. Say (Quote): First, the speaker reminds the reader that “Prejudging may cost you a friend for life, / It may even cost you a husband or wife” (Harris 29-30).  
b. Mean: 

c. Matter: 
