Nazi Review Sheet
· The word Nazi is an abbreviation for the German National Socialist Workers Party, founded in 1920.
· The Nazis came to power on January 30, 1933, when President von Hindenburg of the Weimar Republic appointed the head of the national Socialist Party, Adolph Hitler, to the position of Chancellor of the Reich, the second most powerful position in the government.

· The Nazis used anti-Semitism in a number of ways:
· The Jews were used as a convenient scapegoat upon whom the Nazis could heap the blame for all the problems Germany experienced after World War I.

· Psychologically, Jews were used as a common enemy against whom the Nazis could unify the entire German people. The communists were used in the same way.

· Anti-Semitism was used to justify the confiscation of property and businesses from Jews, an added source of revenue for the Reich.

· Anti-Semitism was used to emphasize the importance of “racial purity”.

· Anti-Semitism was used as justification for the extermination of Jews.

·    Aryan, as listed in the dictionary, refers to membership in Indo-European      nations. This includes not only Germans, but most Europeans and Indians as well. As the Nazis used the term, Aryan referred to a mythical racial heritage which was considered to be the inheritance of the German people. Aryan for them meant superiority, the Aryan race was the Master Race
·    Any group not considered Aryan, or any nations opposed to the Axis powers were persecuted by the Nazis. Particularly singled out for mistreatment were Jews, Gypsies, communists, and Jehovah’s Witnesses, as well as the physically or mentally handicapped.

·    The Nuremberg Laws were passed in September of 1935 and provided for the humiliation of Jews and their separation from the mainstream of German life. Jews were restricted in many ways: to whom they could marry, into what businesses or professions they could enter, into what public activities and functions they could participate. The intent of the laws was to make life so uncomfortable for German Jews that they would voluntarily leave.
·    Kristallancht literally means “night of Broken Glass” and refers to events which occurred on November 9-10, 1938. This was a time when Jewish Synagogues and businesses throughout Germany were vandalized.
·    Most German Jews were convinced that Hitler was a crazed fanatic and were confident that the National Socialists would lose power. In additions they did not believe that the threat of the National Socialists should be taken literally. Finally, the Jews of Germany were unable to draw on historical experience-i.e. they had never lived through a “Holocaust”. 

·    The SS (Schutzstaffeln – “Protection Squad”) began in the later 1920’s as a group of bodyguards whose duty it was to protect Hitler and other high officials of the Nazi Party. Under Heinrich Himmler, the organization was expanded until it encompassed a network of secret police, intelligence gatherers, and a private military force separate from the regular German army. The SS were responsible for the “Final Solution.” The SS wore black shirts, and adopted a death’s-head as their insignia.

·    In the aftermath of World War I, many of the nations of the world felt that peace should be achieved at any price. Following the end of WWI, many uninvolved countries became reluctant to meddle in conflicts which did not directly concern them. In America, there was a strong pacifist movement, and a general trend toward isolationism. In Europe, the government practiced a policy of “appeasement” toward the Nazis, attempting to buy them off with small concessions. In additions, no one really took Hitler and the National Socialist Party of Germany very seriously.

·    Numerous concentration camps were established in Germany during 1933-1935. While originally intended for “enemies of the Reich”, these camps eventually played a major role in the extermination process. There were basically four types of camps that were established in Germany, and later throughout German-occupied land in Europe:

· TRANSITION CAMPS: transferred prisoners to other types of



      
concentration camps.




○   LABOR CAMPS: Using the forced labor of prisoners, the

Germans were able to maintain a large, cheap and continuous                                              labor force throughout the war.  The average life-span of slave laborers in these camps was 9 months.

· DETENTION CAMPS:  Prison camps

· EXTERMINATION CAMPS:  while many of the camps had been equipped with some sort of extermination facility from 1933 on, it was not until 1941, with the establishment of the major camps, that the “Final Solution” began to be carried out in earnest.  The majority of these camps were located outside of Germany.  The SS were continually experimenting with ever more “efficient” means of extermination.  By the end of the war, a camp such as Auschwitz was exterminating 20,000 people per day.

· From the time that the Jews received citizenship in the nations of Europe, the problem of their acceptance into non-Jewish societies was called the “Jewish Question”, or the “Jewish Problem”.  Many different solutions were offered by Gentiles and Jews alike;  Hitler’s “Final solution” was to put an end to the problem entirely by eliminating the Jews.

· Starting in December, 1941, the Nazis began to implement the “Final Solution” through the establishment of extermination camps.
· The Judenrat was a “Jewish Council” of people within the Jewish Community whose responsibility was to carry out the orders of the Nazis in power, and to protect the interests of the Jews as best they could. Relying on experience, these Jews cooperated with the Nazis assuming that leniency would be the Nazi response to Jewish cooperation. The Judenrat’s dilemma was whether to assist the Nazis in carrying out deportation of Jews to concentration camps. The dilemma came to a head after it became apparent that the Jews to concentration camps. The dilemma came to a head after it became apparent that the Jews were being sent to extermination camps.

· Most of the Jews who were killed were from were from Poland or areas within Soviet Russia. Some specific figures:

· Poland/ Soviet area                                    4.6 million

· Hungary                                                     400 Thousand

· Germany                                                    125 Thousand

· Netherlands                                               106 Thousand

· Czechoslovakia                                          300 Thousand
· Greece                                                          65 Thousand

· France                                                          85 Thousand

· Adolf Eichman was a high-ranking SS officer who was responsible for the planning and execution of the Nazi “Final Solution.” He was directly responsible for the death of 4 million Jews. Eichman coordinated the seizure and redistribution of Jewish property, the sterilization of those who were only partly Jewish, and took great pains to deceive both the Jews and the outside world as to what was actually happening to the Jews in the concentration camps. Near the end of the war, Eichman is reported to have said: “I shall leap into my grave laughing because the feeling that I have the death of five million people on my conscience will be for me a source of extraordinary satisfaction.”
· The Nuremberg Trials were convened in 1945 by the conquering Allied Forces, to try those Germans who had committed “war crimes” or “crimes against humanity.”  In the context of their trial, the term GENOCIDE—the killing of an entire people—was coined.  The response of those Nazis who were tried was the monotonous repetition of the catchphrase, “I was only following orders.”

·  Those Jews fortunate enough to have survived the war, frequently returned to find their homes destroyed or occupied by strangers, and their business in similar condition. Ironically, there were a number of Jews who were killed in anti-Semitic outbreaks in the months immediately following the end of the war. There was nowhere for these homeless Jews to go and they became refugees. In some cases, Jews were able to return to their “home” countries. Many of those who could not, attempted to enter Palestine, only to be turned away, or to be thrown in detention camps on the island of Cyprus. Many survivors of the Holocaust were able to immigrate to America.
· There a numerous connections to be drawn between the Holocaust and the establishment of the State of Israel. From the Jewish perspective, there was a unification of energies toward the establishment of a permanent refuge for the world’s Jews. From the standpoint of the rest of the world, there was a need to alleviate a sense of guilt felt following the war, as well as an attempt to provide a positive solution to the Jewish problem.
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