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“OF MICE AND MEN”

CHAPTER FIVE AND SIX QUESTIONS:

1- Explain how and why Lennie’s dog died.

2- Where were George and the men while Lennie was in the barn?

3-How is Curley’s wife described when she comes into the barn? Why do you think Steinbeck describes her in this way?

4- 
Explain the scene where Lennie killed Curley’s wife. Tell why and how he did it.

5-Why do you think Curley’s wife is never given a name? Support your answer with a valid argument.

6- When Lennie is explaining to Curley’s wife what happened to the puppy, she responds, “Don’t you worry none. He was jus’ a mutt. You can get another one easy. The whole  country is fulla mutts” (p. 87). Explain the symbolism in her statement. 

7- How does the reader know that Curley’s wife does not understand Lennie’s mental challenges?

8- Why does Curley’s wife fail to recognize the danger in Lennie’s behavior? Why does

Steinbeck portray her as almost sympathetic and comforting to Lennie?

9-Who found Curley’s wife and how did he initially react?]
10- How do Curley’s wife’s and Lennie’s dreams both die with the accidental death?

11- Why did George tell Candy not bring the others into the barn until he was far away?

12- How does George try to protect Lennie after the men have found the body? How do we know that this is not where Lennie would have gone?

13- What do the men suppose happened to Carlson’s gun? Why is this hard to believe? What is the greater implication of the missing gun?

14-Compare the beginning of Chapter Six with the beginning of the novel. Explain why Steinbeck would begin this chapter in the same way that he began the first?

15- What delusion does Lennie experience as he is waiting for George? Why do you think he remembers this experience?

16- When George finds Lennie, what does Lennie expect him to do? How does George respond?

17- How does the reader know that Lennie does not realize that he has done something wrong?

18- How is the fact that George tells Lennie the story of the farm significant?

19- How does George’s responsibility in killing Lennie parallel the situation between Candy and his dog?

20- What is George trying to accomplish by shooting Lennie before the other men come to do it?

21- Who ultimately understands what happened between Lennie and George? Why are the other men unable to understand?

