Course: AP Language and Composition
Instructor: M. Rose

Room: 204

Email: mrose@ggusd.us
Webpage: www.laquintahs.org

Course Overview/ Objectives:

AP Language and Composition is a college level class in which students will read a variety of textual forms, with an emphasis on nonfiction, and write in response to these pieces in a high-level, thoughtful manner. Style analysis, rhetorical analysis and evaluation of authors’ arguments are important components of this course. There will also be creative and research-based writing opportunities. Class discussion and group collaboration will be used to share ideas and, therefore, individual participation is imperative to making this class work. Analytical writing and critical reading are skills that will be emphasized. The course culminates with the May AP test in which students have the opportunity to earn college credits or to be placed out of college classes.  This class is also an opportunity to receive a college experience in high school. It is a privilege and should be treated as such. Full effort is expected on all assignments. It is essential that all work is turned in and that all students are self-motivated learners. 

Writing Expectations: 

In order to meet the rigor of Advanced Placement expectations, students will compose both formal and informal assignments as well as process and timed essays.  For process essays, students will proceed through the following steps: planning, drafting, revising (peer and self). All essays will be scored according to the 9-point Language and Composition rubric. Additionally, students will write in a variety of modes, for example, expository, analytical, and argumentative.  Examples of expository writing include definition, description, comparison/contrast, etc.  Analytical writing will include evaluation of rhetorical choices, division and classification, deductive and inductive reasoning. Finally, students will compose arguments based on classical and contemporary organizational models, citing appropriate evidence from primary and secondary sources.

Reading Expectations:

Students will read a variety of challenging texts from a range of genres such as speeches, essays, critical reviews, letters, journals, pamphlets, newspaper articles, editorials, memoirs and other culturally rich literature.  Students will synthesize ideas from these readings into coherent thesis statements, establishing a foundation for well-developed arguments.


Daily Activities:

Class discussions (whole, small group), Socratic Seminars, debates, Cornell notes, journaling, individual and group presentations, writing workshops, grammar and sentence development, vocabulary building, evaluating professional and student writing models, read-arounds, writing conferences, etc., will provide opportunities for students to demonstrate their mastery of learning objectives on an ongoing basis.
Recurring Assignments:

The following are assignments that will recur throughout the year in every unit of study. 

Reading Response Journals:
In conjunction with most readings, students will be required to complete reading Response journals. These informal writing opportunities will ask students to analyze the rhetoric of specific passages in a text, support or refute assertions within a work, explain and expand upon the message/purpose of the text, or personal reflective writing linked to a theme in the work.

Developing Critical Reading Skills:
This text allows students to read short passages of current nonfiction and analyze their structures, vocabulary, main ideas, tone, figurative language, arguments, logical fallacies/appeals, etc. The vocabulary in this text is contextually based.  

Everything’s an Argument:

This text will provide additional theme-specific readings.
Reading Annotation:

All reading will be annotated for rhetorical strategies and elements of audience, tone, occasion for writing, message, purpose and speaker. 

The New Yorker Cartoon Captions:

In order to promote students’ ability to analyze visual texts, students will have the opportunity to enter weekly caption contests. 
Writing Assignments:
The class will consist of mainly timed, in-class essays, with some opportunities to write process essays.  Each unit will include a minimum of three writing assignments. For every process essay, the following steps will be required and monitored:
· Brainstorming/Planning

· Drafting/Revision/Peer edit

· Writing conferences with the teacher

· Post -writing Reflections

Opportunities for rewrites will be available on specified essays throughout the year. 
Texts:

District Adopted:
The Concise Anthology of American Literature

Developing Critical Reading Skills

Major Works:

Freewill Sam Harris

Gift from the Sea Anne Morrow Lindbergh

The Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass Frederick Douglass

The Tipping Point Malcom Gladwell

A Book Club Novel TBD
**I will notify you when these books are available for purchase at Barnes and Noble on Beach and Edinger (at Bella Terra). If you have any issues with purchasing the book, see me and we will find an alternative.
Required Materials:

· Five subject notebook

· Three ring binder with tab dividers in which to collect class handouts and activities

· Small post-its (you will need a plethora of these)

***If you have any issues with purchasing these materials, see me and we will find an alternative.
Class Expectations:

· Work must be turned in ON TIME!!! If you prepare and do the work earlier than midnight the night before or the morning of, you can deal with unexpected situations like malfunctioning printers or flash drives that don’t work. Daily work will not be accepted late. Take home essays (which you will have very few of) will be given ½ credit if they are turned in one day late or within one week of the due date and no credit thereafter. All take home essays will be turned in electronically through TurnItIn.com.
· You must participate in class discussion. In college you will be expected to give presentations and contribute to the dialogue in the classroom. My expectations are the same. Individuals will also lead class discussions throughout the year. Remember: we all get uncomfortable, but everyone has to do it.

· There is no eating or drinking in class. A water bottle is the only beverage permitted.

· There will be no cheating or plagiarism tolerated in this class (please consult the schoolwide honor code in your student planner). So, if you study with a friend, make sure you write your answers in your own words. Write your own essays, do your own work and we’ll all be happy!! (
· Please do all your work to the fullest. You only get out of this class what you put into it, so greater effort will receive a greater return.

· If you are absent you must ask a classmate for an explanation of what you missed and consult the make-up folder in the front of the room for missed handouts. If anything is unclear ask your instructor. You should exchange phone numbers with some trusted classmates so you can get assignments if you are absent. Homework is also posted on my webpage on the school website Per English department policy, if you are absent on the day a take-home essay is due, you are still required to turn it in electronically through TurnItIn.com. If you miss a test or in-class essay you have two days (including the day you return to school) to schedule a make-up.
Grading :

Many students enter this course having gotten A’s and B’s in previous English Language Arts classes. Please realize that this does not guarantee the same in this class. While effort is an important aspect in your grade, performance is weighted more heavily. You will be expected to write at a college level, read and analyze college-level texts, and participate in a meaningful way in class discussions. Only if you achieve all of these skills at a level that exceeds standards, will you receive an “A” in this class.  Essays are graded on a “sliding scale”. This means that you will be graded on your improvement in writing and the writing expectation will increase as the course progresses.
Sliding Scale:
	Quarter 1
	Quarter 2
	Quarter 3
	Quarter 4

	9 = 100%

8 = 100%

7 = 95%

6 = 90%

5 = 85%

4 = 75%

3  = 65%

2 = 55%

1 = 45%

0 = 0
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5 = 80%

4 = 70%

3 = 60%

2 = 50%

1 = 40%

0 = 0
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6 = 80%
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1 = 35%

0 = 0


	9 = 100%

8 = 95%

7 = 90%

6 = 80%

5 = 70%

4 = 60%

3 = 50%

2 = 40%

1 = 30%

0=0


Grading Categories: 

Practice (homework, class work, participation): 5%

Formative Assessments (quizzes, notebook, journals, group work, presentations): 35%

Summative Assessments (projects, essays, presentations, tests, Socratic Seminars): 60%

Grading Scale:

100%: A+

82%-80%: B-

67%-63%: D

99%-93%: A

79%-78%: C+

62%-60%: D-

92%-90%: A-

77%-73%: C

59%-0%: F

89%-88%: B+

72%-70%: C-

87%-83%: B

69%-68%: D+

***** All expectations/grading /materials are subject to change and/or additions. You will be notified well in advance if any changes are necessary.

Course Planner:

Semester One:

Unit 1: Good, Evil and Freewill

This unit includes an overview of rhetorical analysis, tone, argumentation, appeals, AP terminology and the AP test. Students will look at past AP prompts, scoring guides and student essay samples. A discussion of the structure of AP essays, appropriate diction and sentence variety and depth of analysis will be included in the overview. 

Questions to Consider: What are our definitions of good and evil? Where do we get these definitions? Can one be purely good or purely evil? Do we truly have freewill? What do intentions and motivations have to do with morality?
Reading:

East of Eden John Steinbeck

Freewill Sam Harris
*** Note: Those students who were unable to complete the summer reading or are new to the school or district will have until the first progress report to complete the summer reading in addition to all other required work.
Additional Reading:

The Negative Impact of Pacifism by Michael Kelly – The Washington Post

Imagining the Hanson Family by Anne Quindlen
Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God by Jonathan Edwards

The Insufficiency of Honesty by Stephen L. Carter
On Compassion Barbara Lazear Ascher

The Ways we Lie Stephanie Ericsson
Among the Thugs Bill Buford
Excerpt from The Virginian by Owen Wister

Excerpt from The Rise of Silas Lapham by William Dean Howells
Young Goodman Brown Nathaniel Hawthorne
Developing Critical Reading Skills chapters 1-5
Writing/Projects:

East of Eden Timed Literary Analysis

Choral Reading Performance

Rhetorical Term Presentation

The AP Language Big 3 Round One: Argumentative paragraph, Rhetorical Analysis paragraph, Synthesis paragraph 
Unit 2: Identity, Self-Discovery and the Influence of Nature
Questions to consider: How are self-discovery and nature linked? What makes up one’s identity? In what ways do identity and self-discovery pervade all elements of society/culture?

Readings: 

Gift from the Sea by Anne Morrow Lindbergh

Nature by Ralph Waldo Emerson

Readings from Everything’s an Argument chapter 23
Additional Readings:

Excerpts from Self-Reliance by Ralph Waldo Emerson
Excerpts from Walden by Henry David Thoreau

Mother Tongue by Amy Tan

Excerpts from Pilgrim at Tinker Creek by Annie Dillard

An Ethnic Trump by Jen Gish

Colors by Diane Ackerman
Salvation by Langston Hughes
The Death of the Moth Virginia Woolf

Listening Eudora Welty
My Father’s Suitcase by Orhan Pamuk

Labor by Richard Rodriguez

2003 AP Test Question 3

Developing Critical Reading Skills: Chapters 6-7 
Writing/Projects:

Shell Description

Process Descriptive/Reflective Essay

The AP Language Big 3 Round Two: Argumentative, Rhetorical Analysis, Synthesis
Unit 3: Stereotypes, Injustice and the Fight for Equality
Questions to consider: How have people fought for equality throughout history? Why do racism, bigotry and discrimination exist? What is the most effective way to fight injustice? Where do we see injustice in our current society?
Readings:

The Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass by Frederick Douglass

Readings from Everything’s an Argument chapter 21
Additional Readings:

Letter from Birmingham Jail by Martin Luther King Jr.

The Declaration of Independence by Thomas Jefferson
Just Walk on By: Black Men and Public Space by Brent Staples

Aria: Memoir of a Bilingual Childhood Richard Rodriguez

An Ethnic Trump by Gish Jen

A Modest Proposal by Jonathan Swift
Various short satirical works from The Onion

Den of Dreams by David Brooks
Civil Disobedience by Henry David Thoreau
Shooting an Elephant by George Orwell

Learning to Read by Malcom X
Selected poems by Linton Kwesi Johnson

I Have a Dream by Martin Luther King Jr. 
Developing Critical Reading Skills: Chapters 8-10

Writing/Projects:

Process Persuasive “I Have a Dream” Speech
The AP Language Big 3 Round Three: Argumentative, Rhetorical Analysis, Synthesis
Satirical Advertisement
Semester 2:
Unit 4: Technology, Trends, and Our Changing World

Questions to consider: Has technology been more beneficial or detrimental to our society? What are the social, economic, environmental, physiological and psychological effects of technology and modernization? What new values have we gained and what old values have we lost in our modern world? What is the position of the United States in the global arena and how is it perceived by others? How do social and political trends begin and why do they “go viral”? 
Reading:

The Tipping Point Malcom Gladwell
Readings from Everything’s an Argument Chapters 22 and 24
Additional Reading:

Excerpt from Frankenstein by Mary Shelley

Cars and Their Enemies by James Q. Wilson

Television: The Plug-in Drug by Marie Winn

That’s Entertainment? Hollywood’s Contribution to Anti-Americanism Abroad by Michael Medved

Is American Culture “American”? by Richard Pells

The Making of a Divorce Culture by Barbara Dafoe Whitehead

Speech to the Nation on Stem Cell Research by George W. Bush

Biotech Century by Jeremy Rifkin

Enemies of Promise by J. Michael Bishop

Writing/Projects:

The AP Language Big 3 Round Four: Argumentative, Rhetorical Analysis, Synthesis
Unit 5: On to AP Literature: Book Clubs
Questions to Consider: What universal themes do we see across literary genres and time periods? What types of symbols and motifs do authors employ to convey these themes?
Reading:

Book Club Novel (chosen from College Board list of recommended novels)

The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock T.S. Eliot

Writing/Projects:

Book Club PowerPoint and creative project
My goal in this class is to aide students in thinking and writing critically. I hope at the end of this year, you look at the world around you in a slightly more analytical fashion. I look forward to an intellectually stimulating year!!
Sincerely,

Ms. Rose
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