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“Our Zero-Tolerance Society” Reading Quiz 

(Total: ____/10 points)
1. Greenberg argues that “a strain of vengefulness has spread throughout our culture, but the vilification is often out of the proportion to the wrongdoing.” The best synonym for the underlined word is

a. forgiveness

b. crime
c. punishment

d. justification

2. What words are used to characterize the media in the first paragraph of his article? What metaphor (or comparison) is established?

3. What is the definition of the word “maw”?

4. What does the writer argue has happened in the last decade or so?

5. What distinction do we seem to fail to be making?

6. What examples in American history does Greenberg cite of past intolerance?

7. Does the writer believe we have grown more lenient and tolerant over time or less so? Explain.

8. The writer argues that the attempt to impeach Clinton was about more than Clinton. What else was it about?

9. Define the following words:

gaffe:







pilloried:





opprobrium:






dearth:

10. To what does the author attribute this recent rise in intolerance?

11. Do you agree with Greenberg that our society is experiencing a backlash against tolerance? In general, do you think we live in a tolerant society? Explain and support your answer.

12. How about the micro-society of high school? Explain and support your answer.

