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OUR LITERARY TERMS HANDBOOK

Studying:  
Here is another literary terms site  ( use it to see examples and compare definitions.
Testing Yourself:  
Use Quizlet to make your own study quizzes ( share them with the whole class too!

ALLITERATION
The repetition of sounds, most often consonant sounds, at the beginnings of words.
ALLUSION  
A reference in a work of literature to a well-known character, place, or situation from another work of literature, music, or art or from history.
ANALOGY
A comparison made between two things to show how one is like the other. 
ANTAGONIST

A person or force that opposes the pro​tagonist, or central character in a story or drama.
ASIDE  
In a play a comment made by a character who is heard by the audience but not by the other characters on stage. Because other characters are on stage at the time, the speaker turns to one side, or “aside.”  Asides reveal what the character is thinking and feeling.

ASSONANCE  
The repetition of vowel sounds, espe​cially in a line of poetry.
ATMOSPHERE  
The emotional quality, or mood, of a story. 
AUTOBIOGRAPHY  
The story of a person’s life written ‘that person.’
BIOGRAPHY  
The account of a person’s life written by someone other than the subject.
BLANK VERSE  
Poetry written in unrhymed iambic pentameter, which is a meter made up of five iambic a line of verse, each foot containing one unstressed and one stressed syllable for a total of 10 syllables. Shakespeare wrote plays in blank verse.

CLIMAX  
The turning point in a story or drama; the point at which the resolution of the conflict becomes clear.  It may also be the point of greatest emotional intensity or suspense.

CONNOTATION  
The unspoken or unwritten meanings associated with a work beyond its dictionary definition or denotation.

COUPLET  
Two consecutive lines of poetry that rhyme.

EPIC  
A long narrative poem that traces the adventures of a hero.  Epics intertwine myths, legends, and history, reflecting the values of the societies in which they originate.

FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE  
Language used for descrip​tive effect, often to imply ideas indirectly. Expressions of figurative language are not literally true but express some truth beyond that literal level. 

FIGURE OF SPEECH  
A specific device or kind of figurative language such as metaphor, personification, simile, or symbol.

FOIL  
A character whose personality and attitude is opposite the personality and attitude of another character in certain keys ways.  In other important ways, the characters are similar, thus making the contrasts more vivid. Because these characters contrast, each makes the personality of the other stand out.

FORESHADOWING  
The use of clues by the author to prepare readers for events that will happen in a story. 
FREE VERSE  
Poetry that has no fixed pattern of meter, rhyme, line length, or stanza arrangement. 

IMAGERY  
The collection of sense images that helps a reader visualize scenes, hear sounds, feel textures, smell aromas, and taste foods described in a work.

IRONY  
A contrast between reality and what seems to be real. Situational irony exists when the actual out​come of a situation is the opposite of someone’s expec​tations. 

LYRIC POETRY  
Poetry that expresses a speaker’s personal thoughts and feelings.  Lyric poems are usually short and musical.

______________________________________________________________________________
METAPHOR  
A type of figurative language used to compare or equate seemingly unlike things.

METER  
A regular pattern of stressed and unstressed syllables that gives a line of poetry a predictable rhythm.

MONOLOGUE  
A long speech by a character in a play.

MOOD  
The emotional quality or atmosphere of a story.

ONOMATOPOEIA  
The use of a word or phrase that actually imitates or suggests the sound of what it describes.

PERSONIFICATION  
A figure of speech in which an animal, object, or idea is given human form or characteristics.

PLOT  
The sequence of events in a story, novel, or play, each event causing or leading to the next.  The parts of the plot are:  exposition, narrative hook, rising action, climax, falling action, and resolution.

POETRY 
A concentrated kind of writing in which imagery, figurative language, rhythm, and often rhyme combine to create a special emotional effect. Poetry is usually arranged in lines and groups of lines known as stanzas. Types of poetry include narrative poetry, which tells a story, lyric poetry, which expresses emotion, and dramatic poetry, which presents a character.

POINT OF VIEW  
The relationship of the narrator, or storyteller, to the story.  In a story with first-person point of view, the story is told by one of the characters, referred to as “I.” The reader generally sees everything through that character’s eyes. In a story with a limited third-person point of view, the narrator reveals the thoughts of only one character but refers to that character as “he” or “she.”  In a story with an omniscient point of view, the nar​rator reveals the thoughts of several characters. 

PROTAGONIST 
The central character in a story or drama who drives the action forward. Generally the audience is meant to sympathize with the protagonist. 

REPETITION  
The recurrence of sounds, words, phrases, lines, or stanzas in a speech or piece of writ​ing. Repetition increases the feeling of unity in a work. When a line or stanza is repeated in a poem, it is called a refrain. 

RHYME SCHEME  
The pattern of rhymes formed by the end rhyme in a poem.  Rhyme schemes are designated by the assignment of a different letter to each new rhyme.

SATIRE  
A form of writing that ridicules abuses through techniques such as exaggeration, understatement, and irony for the sake of remedying them. 

SETTING  
The time and place in which the events of a story, novel, or play occur. The setting often helps cre​ate an atmosphere or mood. 

SIMILE  
A figure of speech using like or as to compare seemingly unlike things. 
SOLILOQUY  
A long speech spoken by a character who is alone on stage. The speech usually reveals the private thoughts and emotions of the character.

SONNET 
A lyric poem of fourteen lines, almost always written in iambic pentameter and usually following strict patterns of stanza divisions and rhymes.  There are two types of sonnets: the Shakespearean, or English, sonnet and the Petrarchan, or Italian, sonnet.

SPEAKER  
The voice of a poem, sometimes that ‘of the poet, sometimes that of a fictional person or even a thing. The speaker’s words communicate a particular tone, or attitude toward the subject of the poem. 

STANZA  
A group of lines forming a unit in a poem. 
STYLE  
The author’s choice and arrangement of words in a literary work. Style can reveal an author’s purpose in writing and attitude toward his or her subject and audience. 

SYMBOL  
A tangible object, person, or place that holds the meaning of an intangible idea, theory, or concept.  Therefore, a symbol means more than what it is. 

THEME  
The main idea of a story, poem, noel, or play, usually expressed as a general statement.  Some works have a stated theme, which is expressed directly and explicitly.  More often works have an implied theme, which is revealed gradually through such other elements as plot, character, conflict, and symbol.

TONE  
The attitude taken by the author or speaker toward the subject of the work.  The tone conveys an emotion or several emotions.

TRAGEDY  
A play in which a main character suffers a downfall or other unhappy circumstances.  That character is often a person of dignified or heroic stature.  Tragedies often celebrate human dignity in the face of defeat.

